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Hi Zontian Sisters, 

As the final weeks of 2023 approach and we prepare for the New 
Year, the air is filled with excitement and anticipation.  

Our excitement is derived from members’ engagement and support. 
In November, donations and gift cards were collected on behalf of 
Allies For Teens in Foster Care. This month, we are collecting 
blankets, sheet sets, and various other supplies for Freedom House, 
an Exploit No More shelter facility for women. 

A Prospective Member Reception was hosted in November at MRA 
(The Management Association) by Pam Knackert and Maureen 
Siwula.  The event was well attended with much information shared, 
resulting in the submission and approval of 2 new member 
applications (Dawn Zehren & Viola Rembert).  

This year has been filled with growth and change.  Goals were set to 
maximize our productivity with innovation & creativity encouraged. The upcoming year is no 
different.  We want to expand our service and advocacy outreach and Zonta message.  But to do this, 
your continued commitment, support, and advocacy is needed. Together, we can make 2024 our best 
yet.   

As we close this year and start the next, please take a moment to consider how you can continue to 
help change the lives for the better for women and girls locally and abroad. 

On a special note, Donna Kahl-Wilkerson 
is hosting our December social gathering 
at her home. Looking forward to seeing 
and fellowshipping with you there! 

From my family to yours, may the New 
Year bring you happiness, peace and joy. 

Joann Harris-Comodore 

President – Zonta Milwaukee 
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Service Update 

December: Freedom House - Exploit No More Holiday Collection 

Tis the season of giving – Women at Freedom House need our help to keep them safe and warm.   

The Zonta Club of Milwaukee is collecting the following Items for the Freedom House 

• Twin Size Flannel Sheets 

• Heavy warm blankets or comforters for winter - Twin Size 

• Pillows  

• Bath Towels, hand towels and washcloths 

• Laundry Soap pods or Liquid  
 

We will collect items at the Holiday Party on December 

20th at Donna Kahl Wilkerson’s Home.  Joni and Pam will 

take the items from the party. I am not able to attend.  

You can also drop items at my Home 21111 W. Windsor 

Drive New Berlin WI 53146 Cell 262 844 4609.  Leave on 

covered front porch if I am not home.  

I am also willing to meet halfway if needed.  Just call me.   

We will try to get the donations to Freedom House by 

December 22 or shortly after the new year. 

Thanks so much for your generosity and a Warm Wish to 

you and your families for the Holidays.    

Maureen Siwula  
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Thank you to all who contributed to the November collection for the holidays for  
Allies For Teens in Foster Care. 

 
 

We collected 25 blankets, 11 gift cards, several hats, mittens and gloves, slippers, hair care products, 
hand creams, and $125.  So appreciated!!!   
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Advocacy  

Thank you to the Advocacy Committee for creating daily posts for the 16 Days of Activism. These 

posts were shared on Facebook & Instagram. Here is a snapshot collection of several posts from the 

committee…not possible to read in this format       .  
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Membership  

Thank you again to our members who 
participated in the Zonta Prospective 
Member event Wed. Nov. 15th at 
MRA. Thanks to all who attended, to 
those who were on the program and 
all who brought something to eat 
and/or drink. And to MRA for hosting 
(to Cheryl for getting the room and 
Maureen for her help that evening to 
set up and clean up)  
 
It was successful. We had 5 guests 
attend and two (Viola Rembert and 
Dawn Zehren) have completed their applications and have been approved by the board. I believe 
Kavita Vasavada will also join based on follow-up discussions. Tatiana Kretlow is considering it and 
Donna Rongholt-Migan will contemplate next year when her child goes off to college.  

 
Keep thinking of people who might be 
interested in joining and invite them to 
our holiday get together and/or an 
upcoming meeting and/or let me know. I 
will talk and/or meet with them. 
 ~Pam~ 
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Thinking you might be contemplating attending the Zonta INTERNATIONAL Convention in 

Brisbane in 2024 or have a need for a Christmas Present – 

Rabia Siddique will be the Zonta International Convention Keynote speaker in Brisbane, 

Australia in 2024. Her book is available on Amazon.   

As the daughter of an Indian Muslim father and a white Australian mother, growing up in this 

conservative environment of 1970s Perth, Rabia Siddique was always going to be marked as different. 

Escaping her traumatic childhood, Rabia moved to London after graduating from law school to pursue 

her passionate commitment to social justice.  She joined the British 

Army as a military lawyer just days after 9/11, finally finding herself 

stationed in Southern Iraq, where she pushed herself to make a 

difference in one of the most dangerous and testing environments 

on earth.  

On September 19, 2005, Rabia and another soldier were taken 

hostage by Islamic insurgents as they tried to negotiate the release 

of two kidnapped British SAS operatives. She battled for hours to 

save their lives, using her legal expertise, knowledge of Islamic and 

Arabic to negotiate with their captors as a violent mob tried to storm 

the compound where she was being held. 

After their release, her colleague received a Military Cross, while 

Rabia received nothing. Her subsequent sex and race discrimination 

case against the British Army made headlines around the world. 

Her memoir is a story of grit, courage and conviction born out of a unique perspective. 

 


