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January 2024 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Monthly Zonta Meeting 

January Meeting via Zoom 
Wednesday, January 24th 

6:00 - 9:00 pm 
(Social/connectivity: 5:45pm) 

 

January is Zonta International Amelia Earhart Month.  

History 
Amelia Earhart was an active member of the Zonta Club of 

Boston and New York during 1928-1937. July 24, 1997 marked 
the 100th anniversary of her birth in Atchison, Kansas. 

The spirit of Amelia lives on through the Zonta International 
Amelia Earhart Fellowship Award program, founded in 1938 to 

support women pursuing graduate degrees in aerospace-
related sciences and engineering. The Amelia Earhart 

Fellowship Awards Committee selected 35 Fellows for 1997-98 
from the 124 qualified applications. The selected Fellows are 

sent to the Zonta International Board for approval. The number 
of Fellowships awarded is based on the contributions of 

Zontians. 

Amelia Earhart was the first woman to fly solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean, in 1932. She disappeared on July 2, 1937, 

while attempting to circle the globe. 

Meeting Program 

Women in Aviation International (WAI) is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to increasing the number of 

women involved in all aspects of aviation and aerospace. 

Our speaker will be Jessica Rowden, the Executive 

Director. She will provide an overview of the organization. 

 

The Zoom meeting link will be sent out by President 

Joann prior to the meeting date. 

 

2023–2024  

Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

Officers 

Joann Comodore, President  
Carol Mangold, President Elect 
Ruth Robertson, Vice President 
Laureen Ward, Treasurer 
Judith Lehman, Secretary 
 

Club Board 

Diana Barnett 
Lynda Jackson Conyers 
Shari Januszewski 
Gloria Jones 
Maureen Siwula 
 

Foundation Board Officers 

Donna Kahl-Wilkerson, President 
Jacqueline Beaudry, Vice President  
Donna Neal, Treasurer 
Janet Kloser, Corresponding Secretary 
Margaret Holzbog, Recording Secretary 
 

Foundation Board 

Debra Koller 
Lynell Meeth 
La Toya Sykes 
Barbara Wyatt Sibley 
 

Send your newsletter submissions 
jonizonta@gmail.com 
 
Visit us online at 
www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Area 2 • District 6 



  

President’s Message 

January 2024                 www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Hello Zontian Sisters, 

Happy New Year!  2024 is here 

and full of promise as we move 

forward in a spirit of 

anticipation and preparation.  

From January thru March, we 

will be preparing for our April’s 

business meeting.  A 

Nomination committee will be 

selected to fill soon to be 

vacant leadership/director 

positions.  A slate of incoming leaders will be presented, and 

annual committee reports written. Let’s respond with that 

enthusiastic YES, when asked to serve!   

Our Area 2 spring workshop along with our 2024 Zonta 

International Convention are soon approaching. Both events 

provide an opportunity to learn more about Zonta, as well as 

meet and network with like-minded individuals locally and 

abroad.  Zonta’s 2024 International Convention will be held in 

Brisbane, Australia June 27-30.  

We ended 2023 with a December holiday social event, hosted 

by Joni Reese at her home.  In addition to good food, games, 

and socialization the event included the induction and 

welcoming of our two newest members Viola Rembert and 

Dawn Zehren.  Thank you, Joni! 

Reminder, both January & February club meetings are virtual.  

January’s program feature Women in Aviation, with guest 

speaker Jessica Rowden. Together we make a difference. 

Joann Harris-Comodore 

President - Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

 

 

 

 

 

Image source:  https://www.zonta.org/Web/Web/Your_Support/Amelia_Earhart_85_Years.aspx  

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Web/Your_Support/Amelia_Earhart_85_Years.aspx
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Service Projects 

Freedom House - Exploit No More Holiday Collection  
We ended 2023 with a generous donation of sheets, blankets, pillows, and laundry soap for Exploit No More at 
the Freedom House. We delivered the donations from club members on December 29, 2023.  A great project to 
end 2023 and kick off 2024.  Many thanks to all for your kindness! 

 

 
2024 Service Projects Coming Up! Opportunity, Opportunity, Opportunity!  
 
As we move into 2024, we are committed to two service opportunities in the first quarter of 2024. A Community 
Resource Binder for Allies for Teens in Foster care. Aging out of Foster Care can be overwhelming for a 
young adult.  We will pool our resources and create a list of resources and educational information to assist in 
the life of a teenager and their transition to adulthood.   
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Zonta can help Allies reach their future goals “Long term goals for Allies include reducing the appalling 20% 
instant homeless rate and creating options other than heartbreaking choices teen girls and boys are making to 
try not to become homeless. We want to get more transitional options available for teens.” 
If you’re interested in helping on this project call or email Maureen Siwula 262 844 4609 
mortsiwula@outlook.com. Involvement will initially include a few meetings and independent research/gathering 
of materials, and collaboration on a resource book for each group home.  
 
Our second service for 2024 is Cathedral Center Meal Program for March. We are in the process of 
committing to a date of March 25, 26 or 28 to deliver and serve a meal for approximately fifty people.  You can 
sign up to make food ahead (independent or collectively), serve that night or drop food off. Details will follow. 
Email Maureen with a preferred date if interested in serving.  
 

 

Fashion Show – Fall 2024!  

We will be starting our committee meetings in February, and currently looking at the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  
Hopefully all those who have been on the committee in the past will continue. If you would like to join the 
committee, please let Pam know. She and Jackie will be co-chairing the event.  
 
We will need someone for sure to handle the audio/visual for the day of the event. 
We hope to have a confirmed date for the fashion show on or by our Feb. meeting, still waiting on District 6 
conference dates. Any questions, let Pam know.  
 
 

2024 Scholarships 

The 2024 Young Women in Public Affairs Award application will be posted on the Zonta Club of Milwaukee’s 
website (www.zontamilwaukee.org) and shared out via social media by the end of January, with a due date of 
March 1st.  

 

  

mailto:mortsiwula@outlook.com
http://www.zontamilwaukee.org/
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Advocacy  
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The petition you have been asked to sign by Zonta International's USA Caucus and their advocacy 

partner, the ERA Coalition can be found on https://www.sign4era.org/  This petition is to support 

Congress' recognition of the ERA Amendment. The Equal Rights Amendment has been ratified but 

needs to be recognized, then published by the National Archivist, and then Implemented by the 

States.  At a Dec. 28th meeting, the USA Caucus heard from its advocacy partner, the ERA 

Coalition.  The USA Caucus and the ERA Coalition asked that Zonta get members to sign onto this 

current petition (https://www.sign4era.org/). 

 

 

  Now streaming free on 

 

 

 

https://www.sign4era.org/
https://www.sign4era.org/
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Membership  

Please welcome our two new members that we inducted at our December holiday get together: 

Viola Rembert is Executive 

Director of HeartLove Place. 

HeartLove Place is a 

nonprofit serving Milwaukee’s 

Harambee Neighborhood. 

HeartLove Place provides 

programs and services that 

empower, develop, and 

motivate families and 

strengthen our community. 

Dawn Zehren is self 

employed as a speaker, 

trainer, coach, author and 

founder of GROW 

Transformational Coaching, 

LLC. 

Keep thinking of people who might be interested in joining and invite them to our upcoming January 
virtual meeting and/or let Pam know and she will talk and/or meet with them.  
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Continued: The 46 countries receiving support for women have been spread across the world. 


