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March 2025 

NEWSLETTER 

 

March 26 Dinner Meeting 
5:30 for socialization  

Meeting starting at 6pm 

New Berlin Public Library, 

15105 W Library Ln, New Berlin 

 

In March we look forward to returning to in-person 

meetings for our club.  It looks like the weather will be 

cooperating for travel conditions this spring! 

Our guest speaker for March is 

Co Nguyen,  

President/CEO of the War Memorial Center. 

The Zonta Club of Milwaukee was one of the founding 

organizations for the War Memorial. 

In addition, our Area Director, Cathy Myers, will be 

attending our meeting to provide us with an update on 

Spring Workshop. 

Co Nguyen immigrated to the U.S. after the fall of Saigon, which 

he witnessed from a ship as his family escaped. Co was the 

fourth Vietnamese American selected for admission to the U.S. 

Military Academy at West Point. Co was Airborne, Air Assault 

and Ranger qualified. Co recently retired from his position as the 

head of quality for Rockwell Automation and is currently serving 

as interim President/CEO of the War Memorial Center. 

Please RSVP to Ruth Robertson if you are able to attend 

this meeting so we can plan our meal quantity 

accordingly.  Dinner is $25 per attendee.   Ruth's email is 

ZontaRuth@gmail.com. 

We look forward to seeing everyone!  As usual, if you can help 

us set up between 5:30 -6:00 and clean up after, it is always 

appreciated! 
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Dear Zonta Sisters, 
 
Spring arrives at last this week with daylight extending into the evening and a 
return to in person meetings.  Each day I see more robins in my yard and soon 
their nests will be filled with hungry mouths to feed.  Spring is a glorious time of 
birth in the animal kingdom and renewal in nature.  We look forward to 
spending more time outdoors enjoying our beautiful state of Wisconsin after a 
long dark winter. 
 
March 8, 2025 was International Women’s Day (IWD).  IWD has been 
advocating for women’s equality for over a century, beginning with 
championing women’s voting rights and expanding into a global movement to 
advance gender equity over a broad spectrum of gender disparities. 

The theme of the 2025 IWD campaign is “Accelerate Action.”  While progress has been realized in many realms, 
it is estimated by the World Economic Forum that full gender parity will not be achieved until 2158.  Please read 
more about the IWD’s “Accelerate Action” theme on internationalwomensday.com. 
 
The goals of IWD are in line with those of Zonta International as we all work together to build a better world for 
women and girls.  We are fortunate to be part of a local Zonta Club where we are bonded in sisterhood to 
support and encourage each other.  I like to think we’ve got each other’s backs and am grateful every day to be 
part of this amazing group of women! 
 
Happy Spring!! 
Carol  
 
Carol Mangold 
President Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

http://internationalwomensday.com/
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Urgent Request 
for Spring Workshop 

Volunteers 

 
Dear Club Members, 
 
Spring Workshop is fast approaching on May 
17th and, as hosts, this is another opportunity for 
the Milwaukee Club to shine.  Unfortunately, our 
already small committee has dwindled down to a 
critical level, and we are not going to be able to 
cover all the needs without additional volunteers. 
 
Spring Workshop, two months out, must be our 
club’s priority right now.  Other events in 
planning phase are months and over a year out.   
 
Barbara is sending out a signup sheet, so I ask 
you to please volunteer where you can.  Many of the tasks are for the day of the event, but we have a critical 
need for someone to handle online reservations with the knowledge to set up Eventbrite or another capability. 
We also need shoppers for snacks and beverages, and to make a sign for parking. 
 
Thanks so much for stepping up as Zontians always do!! 
 
Carol Mangold 
President 
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 Fashion Show 2025  

Save the Date:  

Saturday, November 15, 2025 at the Marriott 

Milwaukee West 

We will be looking for sponsors again, so start 

thinking of what businesses you can approach. A 

letter will be available in April. Please consider 

asking your accountant, financial planner, dentist, 

employer, etc.  

If you received any gift cards you won’t be using 

from the holidays, please consider donating them to 

the fashion show for our “gift card” tree or if you see 

some deals and want to purchase a few you can do 

that. Looking for $20 to $25 gift cards. Please give 

them to Deb Koller.   

We will be collecting bottles of wine for our wine 

pull with a minimum value of $15 or cash donations 

suggested of $20. You can bring them to our in-

person meetings or get to Shari Januszewski.  

Anyone interested in joining our committee we will be meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Meetings will be 

held virtually starting at 6 pm. Just let Pam or Jackie know so you can be sent the link. 

 

Membership 

Thank you to Shari for updating our roster. If you have any changes, 

please let her know. 

Also, if you have any prospective members, please invite them to 

join us for our March 26th meeting.  

 

 

 

  



 

Club Updates 

March 2025                 www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Service  

Allies for Teens in Foster Care 

After Allison Byrne spoke at our September meeting and shared some of 

the artwork prepared by the kids in last year’s Allies for Teens in Foster 

Care’s Annual Art and Poetry contest, the Club was enthusiastic about 

continuing support for the project.   Now is the time!  As a mini fundraiser, 

the service committee is collecting monetary contributions for the 2025 

contest.  The funds will be used to purchase art supplies for the kids and 

fund the awards given to the winners.  Please consider making a 

monetary contribution to the project.   

Donations can be made on our website - https://zontamilwaukee.org/ 

(Look for the orange donate now button in the upper right corner) or by 

sending a check payable to Zonta Foundation to Donna Neal.   

Or you can bring your donation to the March meeting!!!   

If you make your contribution on the website, please send an email to 

Donna Neal so that she can apply the funds to the project.  Thank you for 

your support for this wonderful project. 

Donna Conant & Helen Ludwig, 

Service Committee Co-Chairs  

 

Service Thank You 

This thank you card was received by the Club for our holiday 

collections for Allies for Teens in Foster Care.   

  

https://zontamilwaukee.org/
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Save the Dates 

 

 

 

 

NAIDM Registration is now open!   
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Advocacy 
 

I write this on March 8th, International Women’s Day, during National Women’s History Month. Since 1995, each 

president has issued an annual proclamation designating the month of March as “Women’s History Month.” The 

President continued this tradition on March 6th, proclaiming March as Women’s History Month.   

The National Women’s History Alliance selects and publishes the yearly theme. The theme for Women's History 

Month 2025 is “Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & Inspiring Generations.” 

Personally, I will only be satisfied when women’s history, like that of other groups, is woven into a full and true 

history of America. 

Currently, there is no guarantee of protection for women’s rights and so 

we have work to do at the federal, state, and local levels of government. 

There is a federal initiative that, if passed, will negatively impact women 

in America. 

The following is an excerpt from the League of Women Voters in a 

message I received today: 

“The House and Senate recently introduced the Safeguard American 

Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act, which would require citizenship documentation to register to vote — despite the 

fact that voters in every state are already required to affirm or verify their citizenship status when registering.   

The bill’s requirement that voters present a document in-person to prove American citizenship to register to vote 

in federal elections creates one more barrier to the voting process, as many eligible voters do not have easy 

access to the necessary documents.” 

 

“Americans who have changed their name — like married women and members of the trans community — 

would also be required to secure updated documentation to register to vote. Surveys show that eight in ten 

married women have changed their surname, meaning they do not possess a birth certificate that matches their 

current legal name and, therefore, could not present it as valid proof of citizenship. There are an estimated 69 

million American women who lack the paperwork that reflects their current name.”  

 

“Compared to white US citizens, citizens of color are three times more likely to lack documents such as birth 

certificates, passports, naturalization certificates, or certificates of citizenship or face difficulties accessing them. 

For example, while approximately half of all American adults possess a passport, two-thirds of Black Americans 

do not.” 

 

So – How many of us have easy access to our birth certificate and other documents indicating lawful name 

changes?   

 

To take action against this Act: https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-your-members-congress-oppose-save-

act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=d3c7795e-9c40-4dbb-813f-

09ce024855e1&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=save%20act%IWD  

Diane S. Lindsley  

Source: www.lakewoodcity.org  

https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-your-members-congress-oppose-save-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=d3c7795e-9c40-4dbb-813f-09ce024855e1&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=save%20act%25IWD
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-your-members-congress-oppose-save-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=d3c7795e-9c40-4dbb-813f-09ce024855e1&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=save%20act%25IWD
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-your-members-congress-oppose-save-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=d3c7795e-9c40-4dbb-813f-09ce024855e1&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=save%20act%25IWD
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UN Report 

Celebrations of young women such as the one below can be found on the Zonta International Website 
under “News”. Also, check out on the ZI website podcasts under “Remarkable Women, Powerful 
Stories.” This is a wonderful way to take advantage of learning about accomplished women in our Zonta 
International family. 

 

Remarkable human rights lawyer and activist and former refugee shares her powerful story 

 
Adrijana Hanušić Bećirović has contributed to significant changes in laws, policies 
and judicial practices during her 15 years of professional and volunteer experience. 
One of the most notable achievements has been the establishment of the practice of 
awarding compensation to victims of conflict-related sexual violence in criminal 
proceedings in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She has also been involved in key strategic 
human rights litigation, achieving important national and international outcomes. 

Adrijana has authored and edited numerous publications in those fields and has 
contributed to the development of key international guidelines, including the UK 
Government's PSVI protocol on the documentation and investigation of conflict-
related sexual violence, principles on preventing and addressing the stigma associated with those crimes and the 
Murad Code. 

Adrijana met with Lynne Foley OAM, host of the Remarkable Women, Powerful Stories podcast, to share her story 
as a refugee during the Bosnian War and highlight the significance of every person's story in the pursuit of justice. 
As a dedicated human rights lawyer and activist, she illuminates the hidden narratives of war crimes and 
passionately fights for a secure future for all. 
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Book Corner 

Club Sharing of Outstanding and Inspirational Women  

 
“THE WOMEN” by Kristin Hannah 
Historical Fiction 
 
Kristin Hannah (The Nightingale, The Four Winds) has nailed it again with, 
‘The Women,’ an account of the bravery and sacrifices of the nurses who 
served in conflict zones of the Vietnam War while their government refused 
to acknowledge that they were there.  These nurses were true heroes who 
endured conditions most of us could only imagine dealing with horrific 
wounds and death day in and day out.  They put their own lives at risk and 
were often in the line of fire.  
The strong characters in the 
story reveal the humanity of the 
medical team as they bonded 
with and supported each other 
as well as easing the suffering 
of the young soldiers with 
kindness and compassion.   The 
main character, Frankie 
McGrath, a young inexperienced 
nurse from a sheltered wealthy 
family, signs up to serve in the 
Army in 1965 against her 

family’s wishes.  We watch her transform from a naive and scared 
novice to a skilled and confident professional.  Hannah continues 
the story after the end of the war with the effects of post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) experienced by many of the nurses as well 
as the soldiers.  In both cases those who served in Vietnam had to 
fight for recognition and respect upon arriving home.  The story 
culminates at the Vietnam Wall where the names of the eight nurses 
who were killed in the war are carved along with the soldier heroes.   
 
Carol Mangold 
 
Book suggestions and write-ups can be sent to Carol for inclusion in the newsletter.  
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Foundation 
 

The ZONTA Foundation, Inc. Funding Guidelines 

And Application for 2025 Grants has been 

updated and will be posted on the website by the 

end of March.   

In keeping with the mission and goals of Zonta International and the 
Zonta Club of Milwaukee, Zonta Foundation, Inc. is soliciting 
Funding Applications from 501(c)(3) non-profit 
agencies/organizations for specific programs, projects, or services 
that are designed to empower women and/or girls.  
 

Please share with worthy agencies in the Milwaukee area that are a 

good fit for our mission and goals.  Applications will be accepted 

through July 31, 2025.  

 

 

Scholarship 

 

The Young Women in Leadership Award closed on March 15.  An award recipient has been chosen and will be 

shared with the Club members soon!   

 

The Young Women in Business application will be published in early April and will be due by July 1st.  

 

 

 

Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
General Meeting February 26, 2025 

Minutes 
 
President Carol Mangold called the meeting to order at 6:04pm CT and welcomed guest speaker Bridget 
Gaughan, Development Manager, who presented information about the Milwaukee Diaper Mission (MDM); one 
of the agencies our club supports: 
 
Since being founded in 2020, the need to keep babies clean, dry and healthy has increased from 1 in 3 to 1 in 2.  
To date, the MDM has supplied 2.6 million diapers and 58,000 wipes; supporting 1,200 children per month. 
 
In addition, 2 of 5 lack the means for period supplies. The MDM has supplied 1 million supplies; supporting 1,500 
women and girls per month. 
 

• 19% of supplies are donated by the community; 

• 41% of supplies are donated by the manufacturer; 

• 40% of supplies are purchased in bulk using monetary donations. 
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Supplies are distributed through 22 partnerships who identify recipients in need as they serve other needs. 
There is a waiting list of 15 agencies wishing to partner as soon as the MDM is able to be a consistent supplier.  
The MDM also holds “DriveThru” events, usually tied to an agency milestone or event. 
 
Learn more at https://www.milwaukeediapermission.org/ 
 
New Business 
Carol Mangold shared the Zonta Board’s decision at the February meeting to meet every other month unless 
required to conduct Board business, in which case additional meetings may be held.  She shared the Board’s 
recommendation to streamline reporting from Committees at the Club meetings by eliminating redundancy, while 
still allowing for immediate feedback and input from members on important and relevant items.  The key benefits 
include: 

• More time for speakers 

• More time for socializing 

• Reducing member burn-out 

• Attracting and retaining members 
 
The response from members was positive and many wished to allocate meeting time for service projects.  
Members requested that the Board recommend an annual plan to include service projects in place of a monthly 
meeting.  The Service Committee would then plan projects for those months. 
 
Barbara Wyatt Sibley motioned that Committee updates be submitted to Joni Reese by the 7th of every month for 
inclusion in the newsletter, or via email to the membership if not included in the newsletter, and that reports 
given at Club meetings be limited to providing new information not previously reported. Diane Lindsley seconded 
the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report by Treasurer Laureen Ward: 
The January 2025 closing balance was $7,732.71 after expenses for new member dues (Kate Gay). The 
outstanding check for $100 payable to the WAIB was never received/cashed. The check will become stale-
dated, expiring March 6, 2024. Once confirmed that it is void, Laurie will make our $100 donation on-line. The 
balance of the CD = $5,633.70.  It will mature 4/13/25.  Barbara Wyatt Sibley moved to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report, Viola Rembert seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
Committee Reports 
Advocacy Report by Diane Lindsley 
Diane shared the response from her Representative on the ERA and requested that all Club members 
participate in contacting Legislators when the opportunity arises. 
 
Centennial Birthday Event Report by Laureen Ward and Dawn Zehren 
The Committee held its first meeting February 17 and established a goal of $100,000 and 100 new members. A 
gala event will be held in Fall of 2026 forgoing the Fashion Show fundraiser for that year.  Input is solicited for 
the title of the event, theme, keynote speakers, corporate sponsorship and all the ways we can be promoting the 
event already.  Janet Kloser suggested using AI to assist in brainstorming.  
 
Fashion Show Report by Jackie Beaudry  
The Committee is requesting gift card donations of $20-25 and wine donations of $20.  Also requesting that 
members solicit sponsorship of a full table at the event from their local business relationships. 
 
Foundation Report by Joni Reese 

https://www.milwaukeediapermission.org/
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Proceeds of $10,355 from the Fashion Show will be forwarded to ZI. After discussion about which fund the 
proceeds should be directed to, Donna Neal motioned to allocate 100% to the Rose Fund as the most flexible 
option. Carol Mangold seconded, and the motion carried. Jackie Beaudry indicated that what appears to be 
sluggish results for funding is normal for this point in the biennium. 
 
 
Public Relations Report by Joni Reese  
The March Newsletter will be delayed. 
 
Service Report by Donna Conant  
Following the presentation this evening, the committee will discuss more ways to support the Milwaukee Diaper 
Mission. 
 
Spring Workshop Reported by Carol Mangold 
Cathy Myers will be attending the March 3 Committee meeting. Viola Rembert’s business will provide the 
catering.  Committee members are welcome, and they are looking for experience with setting up the Eventbrite 
registration site. 
 
No Reports Necessary from Membership, Nomination, Program, Scholarship, UN, or Z Club. 
 
Announcements: 

• Next Club Meeting is in person March 26, 2025 6 pm CT (5:30 pm for set-up and socializing) at the New 
Berlin Public Library located at 15105 Library Lane, New Berlin, WI. The Nomination Committee will present 
its slate of nominees. 

• Area 2 Spring Workshop is May 17, 2025 at MRA N19W24350 Riverwood Drive, Waukesha, WI. 

• Zonta NAIDM June 20-21, 2025 in Novi, MI. 
 
Meeting was adjourned by President Carol Mangold at 8:01 pm CT. 
 
 


