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May 2025 

NEWSLETTER 

 

May 28 Dinner Meeting 
5:30 for socialization  

Meeting starting at 6pm 

New Berlin Public Library, 

15105 W Library Ln, New Berlin 

 

Our guest speaker for May is Carmen Pitre,  

Executive Director of Wisconsin’s largest service 

provider for families dealing with domestic violence, 

Sojourner Family Peace Center. 

With a multi-million-dollar annual budget, Pitre leads a staff 

that provides crisis housing, system advocacy, and 

individual support to thousands of women, men and their 

children. 

Pitre is the recent past Chair of the City of Milwaukee 

Commission on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault and is 

an appointed member of the State of Wisconsin Department of 

Justice Crime Victim Rights Board. In addition, she is a member 

of the Office of Justice Assistance Violence Against Women 

Advisory Committee and a founding member of the VAWA 

Human Trafficking Sub-Committee. She has served on the 

Medical College of Wisconsin Violence Prevention Initiative 

Steering Committee. 

Menu for the May meeting will include:  Chicken Parmesan, 

Chopped Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert (gluten free and regular), 

bottled water. 

Please RSVP to Ruth Robertson by May 25 if you are able to 

attend this meeting so we can plan our meal quantity 

accordingly.  Dinner is $25 per attendee.   Ruth's email 

is ZontaRuth@gmail.com. 

We look forward to seeing everyone!  As usual, if you are able to 

help us set up between 5:30 - 6:00 PM and clean up after, it is 

always appreciated! 

 

2024–2025 
Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
Officers 
Carol Mangold, President  
Open Position, President Elect 
Ruth Robertson, Vice President 
Laureen Ward, Treasurer 
Shari Januszewski, Secretary 
 

Club Board 
Lynda Jackson Conyers 
Gloria Jones 
Christine Todd 
Barbara Wyatt Sibley 
Open Position 
 

Foundation Board Officers 
Cheryl Nowak, President 
Joni Reese, Vice President  
Donna Neal, Treasurer 
Janet Kloser, Corresponding Secretary 
Donna Conant, Recording Secretary 
 

Foundation Board 
Joanne Harris-Comodore 
Donna Kahl-Wilkerson  
Debra Koller 
La Toya Sykes 
 

Send your newsletter submissions 
to jonizonta@gmail.com 
 
Visit us online at 
www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Area 2 • District 6 

mailto:ZontaRuth@gmail.com
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Dear Zonta Sisters, 
 
Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make yesterday’s Area 2 
Spring Workshop at MRA a great success!  Forty members registered and 
although several were unable to make it at the last minute, we had a good 
turnout and a productive day.  A more detailed report of the event and the 
strategic planning session will be compiled later. 
 
I hope that we have a large turnout for our May 28th in person club meeting 
next week as we install our new slate of officers.  Please thank those who have 
volunteered to serve in these positions to help make our club function and 
continue the great work we all support.  We also look forward to hearing from 
our speaker, Carmen Pitre, Executive Director of Sojourner Family Peace 
Center at the May meeting. 
 
NAIDM in Novi, MI is fast approaching on June 20-22.  Two of our club members are part of the program.  
Donna Neal is representing our club on a panel discussion about ‘Creating Partnerships with Community 
Organizations.’  Donna will focus on our club’s long term partnership with Neu-Life, an organization she has 
worked closely with over the years.  Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry will be presenting with Yvonne Chalfant on ‘Leading 
with a Purpose.’  If you are attending NAIDM, I hope you will make it a point to attend these two  sessions and 
support our club members. 
 
A big thank you to Marge Holzbog for keeping us informed about the work of Zonta International and the United 

Nations over several years!  I think we 
would all agree that she has done an 
excellent job of reporting to our club each 
month in the newsletter.  Some of the newer 
members may not realize that Zonta 
International holds General Consultative 
Status with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council.  Marge is stepping down 
from this role, so we need someone 
interested in Zonta international projects to 
volunteer.   If you have an interest in 
keeping us up to date with the important 
work of ZI around the world, please let me 
know. 
 
Carol Mangold 
President Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
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Dates to 
put on 
your 
calendars! 
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Scholarship  

Celine Kronstedt, our 2025 Young Women in Leadership Award recipient at our April Meeting 
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Scholarship  

Please Share: Women in Business Leadership Award           
$2,000 + $10,000 

ELIGIBILITY: 

● Women, aged 18-35 at the time of application, who demonstrate evidence of the following, are eligible to apply: 

a. Exceptional leadership in a business-related field of study or industry. 

b. Entrepreneurial spirit. 

c. Ethical conduct. 

d. Significant contributions to addressing global or local issues affecting women and girls or climate justice 

● Z club and Golden Z club members are eligible to apply.  

 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: 

● Completion of the official application, including 

essay.  

● Two recommendations from adults, not related to 

the applicant, such as teachers, school officials, 

employee supervisors or business leaders, which 

must be sent directly to the Zonta club or district 

and not through the applicant. 

● Currently be employed (if applicable), enrolled as a 

full-time student (if applicable) or have legal 

residency (if applicable) in Milwaukee, Waukesha, 

Washington, Ozaukee, Racine, or Kenosha 

counties. 

 

HOW MAY I USE THE AWARD FUNDS? 

● There are no restrictions on the use of funds.  

Please note: If the applicant is studying at a 

secondary school, university or college, Zonta 

International is offering a “scholarship” type of 

payment to be used for tuition and/or living 

expenses.  

● Recipients are not permitted to defer the Zonta 

Women in Business Leadership Award. 

● Recipients may accept additional grants and 

awards from other sources. 

 

ZONTA CLUB OF MILWAUKEE DETAILS: 

● The Zonta Club of Milwaukee provides one $2,000 award. The winner’s application is sent on to Zonta District 6, 

which selects one application to be forwarded to Zonta International for consideration of a $10,000 award. 

● The 2025 Women in Business Leadership Award application is available now.  Completed 2025 applications are 

due on or before July 1, 2025. Only TYPED applications will be accepted and considered.  If the school stamp is 

embossed on the Enrollment Verification Form, lightly shade it with a pencil prior to submitting the application 

electronically.  

● The PDF application can be found here on the Awards page of our Zonta Club of Milwaukee website  

or on the Zonta International Website.  

http://zontamilwaukee.org/?page_id=185
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Approved & Elected Slate 2025-2026 
 
Chair: Karen Smith 
Committee Members: Cheryl Lucas DeBerry, Barbara Wyatt Sibley 

Members were selected to fill open Club Board of Director positions and Zonta Foundation, Inc. Board of 
Director positions. These were approved for election at the April 2024 Club Meeting: 

 
Club Board Nominations: 
 
2025 slate for Zonta Club Board Officers:+ 
 
Continuing Board Members: 
President:   Carol Mangold: 2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026 
Treasurer:  Laureen Ward: 2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026 (second term) 
Secretary: Shari Januszewski: 2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026 
 
New Board Members: 
President-Elect: Helen Ludwig:  Nominee for 2nd year of a 2-year term 2025-2026 
Vice President: Karen Smith: Nominee for a 2nd year of a 2-year term 2025-2026 
 
 

2025 slate for Zonta Club Board Directors: 

Continuing Directors: Christine Todd: 2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026 
Barbara Wyatt Sibley: 2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026 
 

New Directors: Pam Knackert: Nominee for a 2-year term 2025-2027 
Diane Lindsley: Nominee for a 2-year term 2025-2027 

 
 
Zonta Foundation, Inc. Board Nominations: 
 
slate for Zonta Foundation, Inc. Board: 
 
Continuing Directors: Joann Harris-Comodore: 2nd year of a 3-year term 2024-2027 

Cheryl Nowak: 2nd year of a 3-year term 2024-2027 
Joni Reese: 2nd year of a 3-year term 2024-2027 
Donna Conant: 3rd year of a 3-year term 2024-2026 (filling 2 years) 

Deb Koller: 3rd year of a 3-year term 2023-2026 
Donna Neal: 3rd year of a 3-year term 2023-2026 

 

New Directors: Diana Barnett: Nominee for a 3-year term 2025-2028 

Judith Lehman: Nominee for a 3-year term 2025-2028 
Dawn Zehren: Nominee for a 3-year term 2025-2028 
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Fashion Show 2025  

Save the Date: Saturday, November 15, 2025 at the Marriott Milwaukee West 

Theme: Fashion for a Cause: Build a Better World for 

Women and Girls  

Chico’s will be our vendor for fashions.  

Fashion Show Invitation List: Pam will be emailing and 

will have the prior year’s list of invitees at the May meeting. 

Please review the list for any necessary address or contact 

updates, and/or the need to remove anyone from list. 

Please let Pam know of all changes.  Pam will be sending out 

a Save the Date to members and those on our invite list with 

emails in the next week. Also let Pam know how many invites 

you would like, since hopefully you will send/invites on your 

own. Again we’d like each member to sell/buy a table of 10. 

We are looking for sponsors, so start thinking of what 

businesses you can approach. A template letter with 

sponsorship levels was sent out to you on March 28th that you 

can use to ask (if you need it resent let Pam know). Please 

consider asking your accountant, financial planner, dentist, 

employer, etc. If you have names you do not want to contact 

yourself, please supply them to Carol. (And also encourage 

them to attend our fashion show and perhaps bring a table of 

people from their business). 

We are currently looking for sponsors of this event. Please consider sponsoring or registering your 
interest: https://form.jotform.com/251115761619153 

All proceeds from this event directly supports women and girls in the community and 
internationally. You can truly make a difference. 

 

Gift Cards: If you have or want to buy a few gift cards, please consider donating them to the fashion show for 

our “gift card” tree. We are looking for $20 to $25 gift cards (such as Panera, Target, other restaurants or stores). 

Please give them to Deb Koller. 

Wine: We will be collecting bottles of wine for our wine pull with a minimum value of $20 or cash donations 

suggested of $20. You can bring donations or $$ to our in-person meetings or send them to Deb Koller. 

 

Membership 

If you have any prospective members, please invite them to join us for our May 28th meeting. We will have a 

great speaker and we will be installing our new officers and directors. 

We hope to have a new member to install in the next month or so.  

https://form.jotform.com/251115761619153?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMkZrUklZUTZaenBEckVsYQEeCLKrwO9OpsX3xZHVrTsm_kj_DdiX9aYIsesHCe-2eXNqR92bKlUBVt5qUt0_aem_UG0cGX1z12skptjhKvfxMQ
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Service  

Awesome April Service, Awesome Members! 

Thank you for your generous contributions of Diapers & Wipes for HeartLove Place’s Baby Closet.  Your help to 

local families in need is greatly appreciated!  Diapers & wipes were also collected at Zonta’s Area 2 Spring 

Workshop on May 17th; we appreciate their support and contributions! We are also planning to support 

HeartLove Place’s Back-to-School Rally on August 23rd, an all-day event and opportunity for in-person 

volunteering.  

HeartLove Place is a nonprofit ministry, established in 1989, by dedicated individuals committed to serving Milwaukee 

families through love, kindness, respect, and care. Located in the Harambee neighborhood, HeartLove Place relies on 

Christian principles and teachings to uplift our community and beyond in the Greater Milwaukee area. 

https://heartloveplace.org 

  

 

Area 2 Workshop’s Collection of diapers and wipes shown with D6 Service Chair Sally Bean, Viola Rembert, Executive Director 
of HeartLove Place and member of the Milwaukee Zonta Club, and D6 Governor Isabel Vidal  
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Thank you also to 12 members who volunteered at the Florence Eiseman Clothing Company Warehouse 

Sale April 10, 11, 12, 2025 in Walkers Point, Milwaukee.  We helped with re-stocking and answering questions. 

Thank you, Deb Koller for coordinating this.  

Florence Eiseman was a member of the Zonta Club of Milwaukee from 1954-1970.  Florence Eiseman Clothing 

designated us as the beneficiary of a portion of their sales on Giving Tuesday, featured the Zonta Club of 

Milwaukee on their retail website and almost $500 to Zonta Milwaukee last fall.  

Volunteering at their immensely popular Warehouse Sale was a good way to show our thanks and get more 

visibility for our club, as we wore our Zonta name tags and a Zonta T-shirts.  

 

 

May & June Service Opportunities:  

Volunteer Opportunity May 29-31, 2025 at the 2025 U.S. Women’s Open! 

 Our Next Generation is seeking volunteers to help operate concession stands at the U.S. Women’s Open being 

held at Erin Hills Golf Course, Hartford, WI. In 

return, ONG will receive a donation that directly 

benefits their programs, helping to provide 

critical support to the youth they serve.  

 

If you’re interested, please sign up with ONG 

using the form below and select both a first and 

second shift preference. ONG will share more 

details as they become available. 

Form: Volunteer Sign-Up 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact 

Erica Tate, ONG at 414-344-2111 or 

ETate@ongkids.org. Our Next Generation is a 

501(c)3 nonprofit, community-based organization that 

provides academic support and enrichment programs for 

students, kindergarten through high school, in central 

Milwaukee. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGlrXHfc5d1LMeCQoYnoQmNt52s1cQSpDaMVTTXff3z6ORA/view

form 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGlrXHfc5-d1LMeCQoYnoQmNt52s1cQSpDaMVTTXff3z6ORA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGlrXHfc5d1LMeCQoYnoQmNt52s1cQSpDaMVTTXff3z6ORA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGlrXHfc5d1LMeCQoYnoQmNt52s1cQSpDaMVTTXff3z6ORA/viewform
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Miss Wisconsin Parade Zonta Participation Sunday, June 15th  
 
We are planning to participate in the Miss Wisconsin Parade on Sunday, June 15th 
 
Details so far: 
- Check in is at 1:30 at Egofske Rd in New Berlin  
- Step Off is at 2:30 
- The parade travels west down National Ave and ends at the Historical Society, where they have their open 
house (less than a mile). The Historical Society will be open, the Historical Society and Prospect Lions will be 
selling food, and the Miss Wisconsin contestants will be mingling with the public after the parade 
 
There will be about 29 contestants in cars and then other local groups (New Berlin Lions, etc) and some poms 
and band groups perhaps as part of the parade, with the groups interspersed between cars. 
 
Deb Koller will be driving her convertible with a contestant in front of us.  The rest of us would walk behind 
carrying a banner and handing out little Zonta cards or candy. It's a little less than a mile route, but a little uphill. 
And Jamie (Miss Wisconsin Board Member said she'd try to put us toward the front since otherwise it would be a 
longer afternoon. 
 
We are getting a banner made to carry.  
 
Pam has sent an email asking if you’d like to order a new Zonta Club of Milwaukee T-shirt since they 
would like us not to wear our Zonta Says No t-shirts, since they want to make this a positive, celebratory event. 
Order to Pam by May 22nd,  with size wanted (XS through 4XL) All club members please let Pam know that you 
want a t-shirt even if you are not in the parade, so we have these t-shirts for future service projects.  
 
There will most likely be a place we would park offsite and then get a shuttle to the start of the parade, will 
forward info when I find out. 
 
These are the members who indicated an interest in participating in the June 15th Miss Wisconsin Parade so far, 
if you would like to also let Pam know: Deb Koller, Helen Ludwig, Carol Mangold, Joni Reese, Ruth Robertson, 
Karen Smith, Pam Knackert, Donna Conant and Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry. 
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Thank you, May 17th Volunteers! With our Club hosting the Area 2 Spring Workshop, a dozen members 

stepped up to extend our hospitality and Zonta spirit! From baking breakfast treats, room setup, welcoming hosts 

and registrant check-in, shopping for and donating the continental breakfast buffet items, to room clean-up! We 

are an awesome team!  Thank you, Ruth Roberston, for coordinating this.  

 
 

Thank you, Pam Knackert, for coordinating our Zonta Club participation in the Miss Wisconsin Parade on 

Sunday, June 15th, including getting a new Zonta Club Banner and ordering new Zonta Club tee shirts for 

members who wish to purchase them. This should be a great opportunity for more Club visibility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dawn, working the registration table displaying the 
new banner on the front 

Ruth, working the buffet 

Zonta Club of Milwaukee representatives at the D6 A2 Spring Workshop 
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Zonta 100-Year Anniversary: Planning Is Underway! 
Save the Date – November 7, 2026 

We’re excited to announce that the planning for our 100th Anniversary Celebration is officially underway!  

    Venue: The Garage at the Harley Davidson 

Museum 

             Date: Saturday, November 7, 2026 

This stunning space was selected for its beauty, functionality, 
and accessibility. With high ratings for service and cuisine, it’s 
the perfect place to honor 100 years of Zonta's legacy and look 
ahead to the future. 

Securing the venue is a huge first step, very exciting! At our April 1st Core Team meeting, we also outlined the 
committees that will help bring our celebration to life. 

       Event Committees 
We’ll be forming the following committees to ensure every detail shines: 

¶ Venue: 
Coordinates food, beverages, room setup, and liaises with the Harley-Davidson event planner. 

¶ Program & Entertainment: 
Plans music, speakers, a live/silent auction, and a “Wall of History”. 

¶ Logistics: 
Manages invitations, RSVPs, seating, and related event coordination. 

¶ Fundraising: 
Oversees corporate sponsorships, donations, and onsite fundraising efforts. 

¶ Publicity: 
Develops promotional materials, videos, press releases, and posters. 

¶ History: 
A cross-team effort highlighting our rich past and legacy throughout the event. 

We’ve already brainstormed some fun and meaningful ideas for each area, which we’ll share once committees 
are formed. 

       Get Involved! 
A committee sign-up sheet was circulated at our next in-person meeting 
on April 23rd. A digital version will be sent out to ensure everyone can 
participate. 

Let’s make this milestone celebration unforgettable—
together!   
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Advocacy 

 

Since our speaker this month will be Carmen Pitre, President and CEO of Sojourner Family Peace Center, I 

thought I’d provide you with some background information about the federal VOCA funds. 

VOCA is the acronym for Victims of Crime Act of 1984 that created the Crime Victims Fund.  The Fund is 

financed by fines and penalties from convictions in federal cases, and, since 2002, the Fund can also accept 

gifts, donations, and bequests.  Funds are disbursed through grants.   

In October of 2024, VOCA funds cuts meant Wisconsin’s funding dropped from $44 million to $13 million. 

However, recently there have also been cuts to funding and staffing at the U.S. Dept. of Health & Human 

Services, cuts that removed staff focused on sexual violence protection, staff with years of experience.  In 

addition, the head of the Office on Family Violence Prevention and Services was placed on leave.  This means 

no grant applications are being accepted.  

Ignored is the Congressional mandate for this service, including the bipartisan Violence Against Women Act. 

There is H.R. 909, the Crime Victims Stabilization Act, to stop immediate cuts and give Congress 4 years to find 

a permanent solution.  The Resolution has 100+ House co-sponsors from both parties. 

Wisconsin mandates that sexual assault victims have a right to an advocate during medical forensic exams.  

Reduced federal funding means agencies that provide advocates may be unable to do so. To help abate some 

of these cuts, Gov. Evers has proposed around $66 million for crime victim services in the next 2-year state 

budget.  This is now in the hands of the state legislature as it crafts their version of a 2-year budget. 

 

 

Some reassuring news courtesy of NPR -   

The Trump administration is restoring financial support for a landmark study of women's health, an official said 

Thursday, reversing a defunding decision that shocked medical researchers. The turnabout was a relief for 

scientists in the field, though they were still awaiting official confirmation that the defunding had been reversed. 

HHS had said it would terminate contracts in September with all four regional centers in California, New York, 

Ohio and North Carolina. The centers are still following more than 40,000 women, who have been participating 

in the project for decades. Over the years, scientists at more than 40 research centers around the country have 

collected detailed information about more than 160,000 women, including data about their diets, exercise, 

medications and illnesses. 

The NIH launched the initiative in the 1990s because most medical research had been conducted on men. The 

lack of women in studies raised questions about whether their findings applied to women, and it left health 

questions unique to women unanswered. Those questions included cardiovascular diseases, aging, cognition, 

frailty, and resilience. 

Diane Lindsley  
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Z Club 
 

Last week the Upper School kids did a bake sale and then later in the month they are helping the Middle 

Schoolers and teachers run a penny war.   

Link to information about the piggery at Journey House 

Actions Rwanda  

The video that the girls made about the penny war will be shared 

with the Club email when the newsletter is distributed. 

  

 

  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w5VpKOYjDmvQqLKAH-NWP-2STSY2E-mZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110988812207943600755&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Foundation 
 

Now Accepting Applications for 2025 Grants!  
   

The Foundation Board is soliciting requests from agencies now with a due date of July 31, 2025. 
The 2025 Application for funding is now available on our website.   

Please share with worthy agencies in the Milwaukee area that are a good fit for 
our mission and goals.  

We are seeking Applications from 501(c)(3) non-profit agencies/organizations 
for specific programs, projects, or services that are designed to empower 
women and/or girls in the greater Milwaukee area, in keeping with the mission 
and goals of Zonta International and the Zonta Club of Milwaukee. Individual 
grants typically range from $1,000-$3,000 per year, with commitments of up to 3 
years. However, the Foundation Board will consider requests for larger awards. 
Preference is generally given to funding requests for specific programs, projects, 
or services versus unspecified contributions to a general operating fund. 

The Board will review and make decisions by August/September timeframe. 
Awards will be given at the Zonta Fashion Show Fundraiser scheduled for 
November 15, 2025.  

Zonta Foundation, Inc. is the charitable arm of the club. All members of the Club are members of Zonta Foundation, Inc.  The Foundation 

of the Zonta Club of Milwaukee, a 501 (c) 3 non-profit, exists to raise and disburse funds.  One third of funds raised are used to support 

Zonta International Service Projects in several parts of the world.  Two thirds of funds raised remain in the greater Milwaukee area and 

have been used to help other 501 (c) 3 non-profit agencies, fund our scholarships/awards and support service activities.   

 

 

 

  

Attendees at the 5/17 A2 Workshop 

http://zontamilwaukee.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Zonta-2025-Funding-Guidelines-Application-Published.pdf
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Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday April 23, 2025 
 

Wisconsin Miss America Contest Parade.  Jamie Watkins from the Wisconsin Miss America Contest spoke 

briefly.  The organization stresses scholarship and service.  They are having their annual parade in New Berlin 

on June 15, 2025.  They are looking for service organizations to participate in the parade.  Club needs to let her 

know by 5/15/2025 if we are going to participate. 

Meeting was called to order by Carol Mangold at 6:21 

Guests.  The guests in attendance were introduced. 

2025 Young Women in Leadership Award Recipient.  Deb Koller introduced the Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

2025 Young Women in Leadership Award Recipient Celine Kronstedt.  Celine spoke to us briefly.   

Club Annual Report:   

¶ The report had previously been emailed to all members for review. 

¶ Highlights of the report were presented by each committee. 

¶ Vote on Annual Report:  Joni Reese moved that the annual report be accepted as corrected.  Karen Smith 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Shari will email the revised report to all members. 

 

Election of Club Board Officers and Directors:   

¶ The proposed slate for the club board officers and directors was presented:    
Á Helen Ludwig – President - Elect (2nd year of 2-year term 2024-2026); 
Á Pam Knackert - Director (1st year of 2-year term 2025-2027); 
Á Diane Lindsley - Director (1st year of 2-year term 2025-2027); 
Á Nominations from the Floor:  Joni Reese nominated and Helen Ludwig seconded that Karen Smith fill 

the Vice-President term being vacated by Ruth Robertson (2nd year of a 2-year term 2024-2026).  The 
motion carried unanimously.  There were no other nominations from the floor. 

¶ Ruth Robertson moved that the proposed directors be elected including the nomination from the floor.  
Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

By-Laws Changes Review and Approval 

¶ Diane Lindsley and Pam Knackert presented the proposed by-law changes.  Donna Neal moved the 
proposed changes by accepted.  Janet Kloser seconded.  Motion based unanimously. 

¶ Debra Koller presented a proposed amendment to replace the previous scholarship by-law provisions 
with awards provisions that reflect the changes adapted by ZI at the 2024 International Committee.  Joni 
Reese moved to accept the amendment as proposed.  Donna Conant seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

¶ Karen Smith proposed a by-law amendment to Vice President role.  Dawn Zehren moved the amendment 
by accepted as proposed.  Cheryl Nowak seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

¶ The by-laws committee will email the revised by-laws to all members.   
 

Service Committee.  Viola Rembert passed around a sign-up list for the HeartLove Place Back to School event 

scheduled for August 23, 2025.  The service committee will also email the list to all members. 
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Fall Conference Delegates.  Fall conference will be in Normal, Il on October 10-12, 2025.  Fall conference 

delegates will need to be elected at the May meeting.  Carol requested that anyone planning to attend let her 

know so she has a list of club attendees prior to the meeting. 

 

100th  Anniversary Celebration.  Volunteer sign-up sheets are at each table.  Members are requested to 

volunteer to assist at the event.  

 

Club meeting adjourned on 7:32. 

 

Annual Foundation Meeting 

At 7:33 Cheryl Nowak called the Annual Meeting of the Foundation to order. 

Foundation Annual Report:    

¶ Cheryl presented the annual report that was previously emailed to all members. 

¶ Janet Kloser moved to accept the report as presented.  Donna Conant seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

Election of Foundation Board Directors:   

¶ Karen Smith presented the slate of officers for the Foundation Board:  
Á Diana Barnett (1st year of 3-year term 2025-202); 
Á Judith Lehman (1st year of 3-year term 2021-2024); 
Á Dawn Zehren (1st year of 3-year term 2021-2024). 

¶ There were no nominations were made from the floor.   

¶ Joni Reese moved the directors be elected pursuant to the slate proposed.  Jackie Beaudry seconded.  
Motion was unanimously approved. 
 

At 7:38 the Annual Foundation Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Announcements: 

¶ Spring Workshop – May 17, 2025 at MRA 

¶ Next Club Meeting – May 28, 2025  

¶ June Board Meeting – June 10, 2025 

¶ June Social Meeting - TBD 
 

 

 

 

  



 

Club Updates 

May 2025                 www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Awareness and Vigilance in a Tech World   
 

Things are happening all around us every day by cyber-criminals.  Please keep your eyes open and make good 

choices with things that may not be what they seem, or if they raise any suspicions. BE SUSPICIOUS!  For 

instance, I received the following email this week.  I knew it wasn’t from Carol. I deleted it. Here are the things 

you can do to spot suspicious activity and protect yourself and others.   

1) No Subject – seems odd, but even if it had a subject, I would be suspicious.  

2) Check the email address, not the name that it came from.  That is NOT Carol’s email address!  

3) Any email that has a sense of urgency that doesn’t seem quite right.  The perpetrator wants you to 

respond urgently; clicking a link and/or signing in with your credentials to a fake location.  

4) Never ever ever open or click on an attachment or link. Sometimes it seems harmless, like a pdf 

“invoice” that you would not expect, but it may not really be a pdf document and could give access to 

your systems to others.  

5) Call or respond separately and outside of this contact to the person, or the company, or your bank; but 

DO NOT respond to a text message or email that seems suspicious!  For instance, in this case, I would 

call or text Carol to ask if she really sent this message. (But in this case, I knew she did not!)  

a. I actually fell for this one time: I was busy at work multi-tasking, when I received a similar text 

message on my phone from the big boss, who most definitely had my number. As soon as I 

responded, I realized my mistake and deleted/blocked the number it came from.  It was not from 

him.  What I should’ve done, is call him or text him from MY contact information to verify.  

b. No one should be asking to send money, buy urgent gift cards, etc… not your minister, priest, or 

contacts.  

6) Never, ever give any personal information on the phone!  And if a caller asks you a question like “is this 

XYZ”, please refrain from saying “yes”….with AI impersonations, including voices, it is scary what people 

can use. They can turn that “yes” into a permission that you have not given.  

Tips from Joni Reese 

 


