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September 2024 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Monthly Zonta Meeting 
Club Dinner Meeting:  September 25th 

5:30 Arrival & Social 

6:00 – 8:00 pm meeting  
Zonta Club of Milwaukee's September Club meeting will be 

held on September 25th at the New Berlin Library, 15105 W 

Library Lane, New Berlin. (East of Moorland, off of National 

Ave)  

We would like to continue this venue through the end of the 

year, except for our prospective member event in November 

and our Social meeting in December.  At that point we will 

evaluate the fit from the standpoint of location, room fit to 

meeting needs, equipment available and affordability to our 

members.   We were pleased with our first meeting and the 

program committee very much appreciated members who help 

with set up and clean up. 

Our program for the September 25 meeting will be presented 

by Allison Byrne, director of Allies for Teens in Foster Care.  

Members are invited to participate in a mini service project for 

Allies for Teens in Foster Care by bringing a contribution of 

feminine products for teen girls who may not have funds for or 

easy access to these products. 

Room Set up will be at 

5:30 PM with the meeting 

beginning promptly at 

6:00 PM.  Dinner will 

include salad with grilled 

chicken, assorted 

dressings, sandwich or 

rollups, veggie platter, 

cheese tray and dessert. 

The cost will be $25.  
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Foundation Board Officers 
Cheryl Nowak, President 
Joni Reese, Vice President  
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Greetings Zonta Sisters, 
 
September is a month of dramatic seasonal change beginning with the lush green 
landscape and warm temperatures of summer and ending with the start of fall 
color and chilly nights of autumn.  Zonta is all about changing lives for women 
and girls.   September 18, 2024 is International Equal Pay Day.  National Equal 
Pay Day was on March 11th.  Despite pay equity laws in the United States, 
beginning with the Equal Pay Act of 1963, and similar laws in many countries 
around the world, women still earn less than men for doing the same job.  Zonta’s 
investments in education, leadership and expanding access to information 
technology are helping to narrow the gender pay gap around the world and we 

can all be proud of our contributions to that effort. 
 
Plans for forming a new Z Club at the University School of Milwaukee are moving along.  The two high school 
junior students organizing the club have obtained a teacher sponsor in their school and Nola Hitchcock Cross 
has agreed to be our club liaison.  The school is holding a club sign up fair on September 10th, so we’re hoping 
that there will be enough interest from other students to form a new Z club.   
 
There is still time to register for District 6 Fall Conference, October 4-6, in Carmel, Indiana near Indianapolis.  
The Fall Conference is a great opportunity to learn, share information and socialize with other Zontians.   Cheryl 
Lucas-DeBerry and Helen Ludwig have volunteered as voting delegates.  Pam Knackert and Donna Kahl-
Wilkerson will be alternates. 
 
The Fashion Show is fast approaching on October 19th.  If you haven’t already dropped off your donations of 
wine, gift cards ($20 minimum) or baskets, they may be brought to the Sept. 25th meeting.  Volunteers to work 
the day of the event are still needed as are models.  If you know of anyone interested in modeling, please 
contact Joni Reese. 
 
We enjoyed our new large meeting space at the New Berlin Library at the August 28th club meeting.  There was 
plenty of room to spread out and no competing background restaurant noise.   If you weren’t able to attend the 
August meeting, I encourage you to come to the September 25th meeting and check out our new space.  
Thanks to the program committee for the large spread of good food.  I doubt that anyone went away hungry.  
 
Hope to see all of you at the September 25 club meeting at 
the New Berlin Library. 
 
Carol Mangold 
President Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
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Service Projects 

Allie’s for Teens in Foster Care  

At our September Club meeting we will be collecting for 

a mini-service project for Allie’s for Teens in Foster 

Care since Allison Byrne will be our guest speaker.   

Feminine hygiene products can be a significant 

expense for teens, especially those who face financial 

challenges. 

If you would like to shop and contribute, the teens 

would greatly appreciate the feminine period products 

since they are not optional and necessary to attend 

school.   

Your generosity is appreciated.   
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Fashion Show  

SAVE the DATE for our Fall Into Fashion Build a Better World for Women and Girls fashion show fundraiser 

Saturday, October 19, 2024 at the Marriott West with recently opened Third Ward vendor The District Row.  

Please continue to invite your friends, relatives, neighbors and 

coworkers, we would like all members to sell/buy a table of 10 since 

this is our only major fundraiser. Reservations are due no later than 

Oct.5th to Helen and bring to the September meeting if you want. 

Online reservations are available at https://2024-zonta-fashion-

show.eventbrite.com 

The committee will be meeting at 6pm on Tues. September 17.  

If you haven’t signed up to volunteer, Cheryl Lucas DeBerry will be 

sending out or has recently sent out the volunteer list so please 

respond to her. We need everyone’s help.  

Last call 

We will be collecting bottles of wine for our wine pull with a minimum 

value of $15 or cash donations suggested of $20. You can bring to our 

September in-person meeting or get to Deb Koller.  

We will also be collecting gift cards of at least $20 in value for our “gift 

card tree.” If you have received any for gifts that you want to re-gift or 

you can purchase one or more, please give them to Pam at the 

September in-person meeting. 

Raffle item and silent auction items. If you are donating a 

basket/item, please bring it to the September meeting and give to 

Laurie Ward. If you are soliciting from other businesses, please bring 

to the September meeting as well. 

 

Membership  

Please invite any prospective member to attend our September 25th in-person meeting. This will give them a 

great opportunity to meet our members. Also invite them to our fashion show. 

Also, we will be holding our Prospective Member Event at MRA in place of our regular meeting on Wed. 

November 20th. Plan on attending and hopefully inviting or bringing a potential member. We will be asking 

members to bring an appetizer, dessert or beverage and probably have a sign-up sheet at the October meeting 

if not before. 
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Advocacy  

This summer, the Wisconsin Dept. of Public Instruction released its 2023 Wisconsin 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey report from a survey of 1,882 students from 42 high schools 
across every region of the state.  
  
The following groups of teenagers generally reported fewer supports and more challenges: 

• Female students. 

• Students of color. 

• Students with physical disabilities or chronic health conditions. 

• Students receiving special education services. 

• Students facing food insecurity (i.e., hunger due to a lack of food at home). 

• Students who have moved many times (four or more times). 

• Students who are lesbian, gay, bisexual (LGB), or transgender. 

• Students with low grades (D’s or F’s). 
 

In the two most recent surveys since the pandemic, anxiety afflicted more than half of all high schoolers. State 
Superintendent Jill Underly said the results “represent the silent struggles of our Wisconsin youth who have to 
grapple with overwhelming pressures and uncertainties.” 
 
The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel summarized results for Milwaukee County students. 
“High school girls presented more mental health concerns, both statewide and in Milwaukee County. 
Seventeen percent of girls in Milwaukee County were bullied at school in the last 12 
months, against the 13% of boys. Girls were also bullied more online, at 15% versus 9% of boys.” 
 
“Anxiety among girls remained nearly twice as high than boys at the county level, with 66% of 
Milwaukee County girls experiencing anxiety against 38% of boys experiencing anxiety. Depression 
levels reflected similar disparities, with 45% of girls reporting depression against 23% of boys. Girls in 
Milwaukee County were more than twice as likely to self-harm than boys, at 27% versus 12%.” 
 
“Girls in Milwaukee County were nearly twice as likely to seriously consider suicide than boys, 21% 
versus 11%. Girls were also twice as likely than boys to have a suicide plan, 17% to 9% respectively.” 
 
“Getting teenagers more access to school-based mental health professionals is an important goal for DPI, one 
that Underly emphasized. In September 2022, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction requested $2.5 
billion in K-12 funding for the 2023-25 biennial budget, about 
$278 million of which would have gone toward addressing mental health and expanding support for students. 
While the Republican-controlled Wisconsin Legislature cut mental health spending from the final budget that 
included DPI’s requests, Democratic Gov. Tony Evers restored $30 million to DPI through American Rescue 
Plan dollars. That also means the money 
won’t carry over into the next budget.” 
 
“But while funding is certainly significant, Underly noted that creating a sense of belonging in Wisconsin 
schools doesn’t cost a thing. Instead, it’s about showing up for kids, establishing a safe and supportive 
environment, and making sure they know how much they matter.” 
 
This is why we support Neu-Life Community Resource Center and Our Next Generation. They provide safety, 
support, and programming.  When we Zontians help, we demonstrate how much children matter to us. 
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Foundation News  

The Foundation met on August 29th to review the 2024 applications for grants to be awarded at the Fall 

Fundraiser on October 19th.  

Our goal is to align our funding with Zonta Foundation's mission to empower women and girls.  General 

guidelines for the 2024 funding cycle are below: 

• Eligibility: The foundation primarily funds 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations serving women and girls in 
the greater Milwaukee area. 

• Grant Amounts: Grants typically range from $1,000 to $3,000 per year, with commitments for up to 3 
years, but the board is open to considering larger requests. 

• Priorities: The foundation generally favors funding requests for specific programs, projects, or services 
over general operating funds. 

• Alignment with Zonta's Mission: The board will assess how well each application aligns with Zonta's 
mission of empowering women and girls. The evaluation form emphasizes factors like the impact on 
women and girls, breaking the cycle of violence or poverty, and demonstrating educational and long-
term benefits. 

After interactive discussion and collaboration, consensus was reached to approve grants for 9 organizations 

that requested grants. We are pleased to be able to provide grant awards next month to the following 

organizations:   

• Cathedral Center, Inc 

• CORE El Centro  

• Franciscan Peacemakers 

• La Causa  

• Milwaukee Diaper Mission 

• Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition 

• Milwaukee Women’s Center 

• Sojourner 

• The Women’s Center of Waukesha 

We applaud the work that 

these organizations are doing 

to build a better world for 

women and girls and are 

delighted to be able to 

support their programs in the 

upcoming year.    
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UN Report – September 2024 

Featured Speaker at Brisbane Convention 

Lisa Blair – “Lisa Blair was the fastest person to fly solo, non-stop and unassisted around Antarctica on her 

yacht, Climate Action Now and holds five world records. Lisa has sailed over 110,000 nautical miles. Lisa is a 

proud Australian adventurer, author of Facing Fear* and Speaker on Resilience and Mental Agility. As a 

passionate Climate Activist, she continues to develop projects that allow her to further her sustainability work 

while engaging future generations to take climate action now.” Featured speaker at Brisbane International 

Convention. *An excellent read! 

“The story of Lisa’s Antarctic circumnavigation is a dramatic one. Lisa is the epitome of determinat6ion when 

faced with devastating setbacks in the world’s isolated and dangerous oceans The Southern Ocean is a place 

of mystery and fascination, and Lisa’s experience sailing this mighty ocean is testament to just how tough female 

sailors are!” Jessica Watson OAM  
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District 6 Updates:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D6 Collections at Fall Conference: If you are not going to Fall Conference and would like to 
donate non-perishable foods, sanitary napkins, tampons, toothpaste, shampoo or toilet paper, 

please give your donations to Joni Reese at our September meeting.  (No diapers please) 
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Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
General Meeting August 28, 2024 

Minutes 
 
President Carol Mangold called the meeting to order at 6:25 pm CDT following social time at the New Berlin 
Public Library with a special welcome to newer members and guests. 
 
Former President Joann Harris-Comodore was recognized for her past service. 
 
Financial Report presented by Treasurer Laureen Ward: 
The starting balance for July 2024 was $11,019.33; less expenses of $167.90; no deposits; for a closing 
balance of $10,851.43.  A $100 check remains outstanding. The balance of the CD = $5,633.70. 
 
New Z Club: 
Nola Hitchcock Cross has volunteered to be our club sponsor for the formation of a new Z Club at University 
School of Milwaukee working with Kate Gay, the school sponsor who is an English teacher. Their first meeting 
is September 10, 2024. Two high school juniors are enthusiastic about building membership. 
 
Liability Insurance Premium: 
The motion by Pam Knackert was seconded by Diane Lindsley and voted unanimously to accept 
the Board’s recommendation to share the cost equally between the Club and Foundation. 
 
Delegates for Fall Conference: 
Cheryl Lucas De-Berry and Helen Ludwig volunteered to represent the Club. Pam Knackert and Donna Kahl-
Wilkerson agreed to be Alternates.  Barbara Wyatt Sibley’s motion to approve was seconded by Donnal Neal 
and accepted unanimously. 
 
District 6 Bylaws, Rules of Procedure and Standing Rules: 
President Carol Mangold read the suggested redline changes to the documents previously sent to Club 
Members for review. 
 
Jackie Beaudry explained that Bylaws that did not exist previously are being written using language from 
Procedures and Standing Rules. 
 

• District Bylaws – Suggested edit to Section 3. Elections. (b) Area Directors (delete and Vice Area Directors.) 

• District 6 Rules of Procedure - Suggested edit to Section 5. Zonta International Convention such that a) and 
b) are consistent to state …(expenses) for the convention, not to exceed the amount approved in the District 
Budget. 

• District 6 Conference Standing Rules – no suggested edits. 
 
Donna Kahl-Wilkerson motioned to accept the suggested changes to the documents. The motion was seconded 
by Viola Rembert and unanimously approved. 
 
Delegates Cheryl and Helen to raise suggested edits at District 6 Fall Conference. Also, Delegates were 
advised to vote NO on behalf of the Club on District 6 Election Rules of Procedure 6. 
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Zonta International Convention, Brisbane 2024: 
Donna Neal recapped her experience as Club Delegate. Overall impression was very positive. Convention 
center location and accommodations were ideal for accessing meetings, restaurants, shops, etc. The opening 
ceremony lost some of its pageantry, but International President Ute Scholz professionally presided over the 
entire meeting with wit and humor. 
 
This was the first time the Program agenda was a topic of discussion, but it became clear why the topic of 
Education was to precede the topic of Bylaws as most of the Bylaw changes were regarding Education. 
 
Changes in scholarships – 2024 is the last year for the JMK Women in Business Scholarship. Scholarships will 
be renamed beginning with ZONTA and Awards in Leadership to de-emphasize higher education and focus on 
achievement and initiative of recipients i.e., Zonta Women in Leadership Award.  The Zonta Women in STEM 
Award was recommended by the ZI Board and was adopted.  The Club’s Scholarship Committee will provide 
greater details on the impact of these changes. 
 
Mixed voting on other Bylaw changes. 
 
Election of Officers – Biographies of elected officers may be seen at 
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Web/About/Leadership_and_Structure/Zonta_International_Board_Bios.aspx 
 
Congratulations to Myra Celestin, Parliamentarian, Zonta Club of Oak Brook, IL, USA, District 6. 
Mary Nagel, Zonta Club of Alton-Wood River, IL will continue to serve on the Bylaws Committee. 
 
International Service Projects - Ending Child Marriage, Climate Empower Programs and LAAHA initiatives. 
 
Committee Reports: 

• Fashion Show - Volunteers solicited for all areas of work needed on the day of the show. Wine, gift cards 
($20 min. value) and basket donations requested and accepted at Sept. 25 Club Meeting or prior to the 
show. Registration is open. Additional models needed and seeking diversity. 

 

• Foundation - Board Meeting scheduled for August 29, 2024. The Service Committee is reviewing feedback 
from existing agency applicants on what else we can do to support them and/or referrals to other partners.  

 
All Other Committees – Deferred reports until next meeting due to time and relevance. 
 
Announcements: 

• Next General Club Meeting is September 25, 2024 at New Berlin Library, 15105 W. Library Lane in New 
Berlin. 

• Fall Conference is October 4-6, 2024 at the Renaissance Indianapolis North in Carmel, IN.  

• The Fashion Show is October 19, 2024 at Marriott Milwaukee West, in Pewaukee, WI. 
 
Meeting was adjourned by President Carol Mangold at 8:05pm CDT. 

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Web/About/Leadership_and_Structure/Zonta_International_Board_Bios.aspx

