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Milwaukee
Sept, 2014 Wednesday, September 24, 2014

WELCOME BACK
Zonta Club of Milwaukee Dinner Meeting 

Speaker: Andrea Ziel

Andrea Ziel, the Executive Director of WomenOnCall.  The topic will 
be skills based on volunteerism and how to leverage your skills.

 
WomenOnCall is a unique, online network that connects women 

with specific volunteer opportunities that allow them to share their 
professional skills with nonprofits.  We do this effectively and 

efficiently by aligning a volunteer’s skills, expertise and interests 
with short-term, high-impact opportunities at trusted nonprofit 
organizations.  Through on-site and virtual volunteer projects, 

WomenOnCall members provide skills-based service on their own 
schedule and their own terms.

What a great way to get us geared up for the upcoming 
year and for Fall Conference!

Meal Choices: Sauteed Beast of Chicken Pecan &
Salad. Vegetarian Option Stir Fry Veggies with rice.

Italian Community Center (I.C.C.), 631 E. Chicago
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

5:30 PM - Social
6:00 PM - Dinner

7:00 PM - Speaker
Cost: $30 per person, includes tax and tip 

RESERVATIONS: Please call Helen Ludwig (414-321-0078, Extension 114) 
or email her at hludwig@sbl-law.org with the cancellation of your standing 
reservation or any call-in reservation by 9:00 am on Monday, September 22, 

2014.



Hello Zontians!  

Once again the ugly head of domestic violence has reared its head.  The situation of Ray 
Rice, the NFL and viral networks has brought overwhelming attention to the need for 
education regarding this unacceptable behavior.  It also shows the need for advocacy for 
men and women who may be caught up in this life style that they thought was “normal”.  

Perhaps we need to step back and reassess our efforts to bring a stop to domestic 
violence.  Are we talking to the wrong people?  Should we be talking to men with the 
same intensity that we use when we talk to women?  How do we assist in boosting or 
developing self-esteem and/or self-worth?  If you have possible answers to these 
questions, contact Donna KW or Karen Hunt with them.
 
Donna

Meet Our New President!

Donna  Kahl Wilkerson, our 2014-2015 President has retired from three careers: nursing, 
social service and adult education.  Donna has been a member of our club since 1994.  
She has been on the club board, the Foundation board (VP), member of the Membership 
committee, the Fashion Show committee and wherever else she was needed or could be 
of assistance.

Donna has a diploma in nursing, a BS in Business Management, a MS in Health 
Administration and a PhD in Human Service.  She has been married to her soul mate, 
Andre, for 30 yrs, 9 months and 28 days of this writing.  They have 4 adult children and 
11 grandchildren (3 girls and 8 boys from 8yrs old to 22 yrs old).

Donna’s Zonta passions are working with older teens and young adults, providing 
education for women and girls, empowerment and advocacy for women, eliminating 
human trafficking and domestic violence of all kinds and access to good healthcare 
through preventative health education.  To this end, Donna has been a board member 
of the Taskforce on Family Violence, a member of the Wisconsin Mental Health Assn, 
National Black Nurses Assn, and was appointed to a Taskforce on Women and Children 
and the Effects W2 and AODA Services by Gov. Tommy Thompson.

President’s Message... 



Membership Corner 

Hope everyone had a great summer. The membership committee will be meeting at 5 pm just prior to our regular 
meeting, so if you want to join us please do. Also we have a Zonta Club of Milwaukee member handbook that we 
will be using with new members and I will be e-mailing it to all of you soon as well. It provides information on our 
club as well as International, a good resource. The Madison club can be thanked for the base of it.

Please invite any prospective members to our September meeting, especially any of those who attended our 
prospective member event in May and are still interested. This will be a great opportunity for them to meet more of 
our members and hear about our great Zonta Convention.

We would like to welcome Karen LeSage to our club. She will be installed at the September meeting. Her bio is 
included in this newsletter. Also we will try to include a few bios of members each month going forward so you can 
find out a little more about your fellow members. A member of our committee will be contacting a few members each 
month to ask for their bios and picture so please be willing.

- Pam Knackert

Kim Brinsko - 
September 15th 

Nellie Kendrick - 
September 23rd 

Barbara Wyatt Sibley - 
September 26th



Service Corner
Service activities don’t take a summer vacation for the Zonta Club of Milwaukee. We supported Neu-Life’s first 
annual Career Event and, for the third time, their Back-to-School Celebration, both held on August 14.

Career Event 
We had good Zonta representation at the Career Event. Before the career-specific sessions, Donna Kahl-Wilkerson 
conducted a seminar on interviewing and presentation skills, primarily for the high school youth. Three of the eight 
career “stations” were led by Milwaukee Zontians. We all met for 10-12 minutes or so at a time with groups of 10-15 
youth in a sort of round-robin style. In total we each reached 80-100 students from elementary through high school. 
Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry conducted a highly interactive session on being a trainer (she definitely had the most fun 
props), Joann Harris-Comodore led discussions about careers in business, and Pam Knackert and Donna Neal 
co-led dialogues about careers in marketing and consumer research. Thanks to all the participants, and special 
thanks to Cheryl and Donna K for leading this project with Neu-Life.

Backpacks, Backpacks and More Backpacks!
Thank you Zonta Club of Milwaukee and the Zonta Milwaukee Foundation for your generous contributions of over 
100 backpacks filled with school supplies for Neu-Life youth. This was a major increase over last year’s 62, as the 
Gwen T. Jackson students were included along with youth from the Neu-Life main site for the first time since our 
engagement.

Materials provided included:
• 25 small backpacks for K3/K4/K5 filled with crayons, markers, pencils, glue sticks, erasers, a notebook and a 
folder
• 55 small to medium-sized backpacks for 1st-5th graders, each filled with pencils, eraser, crayons, markers, glue 
sticks, two notebooks, three pocket folders, wide-ruled loose leaf paper, and scissors
• 20 full size backpacks for middle and high school youth, each stocked with pencils, pens, markers, colored 
pencils, three notebooks, wide loose leaf paper, and five pocket folders 

Special thanks to Pam Knackert for leading the project this summer, doing the bulk of the shopping and finding 
such great deals! She made every penny count and then some! 

Previews of Coming Attractions

In case you missed it in your email, see the invitation included in this newsletter to Neu-Life’s Youth Harvest Feast, 
a youth-led farm-to-fork fund-raising event at Neu-Life on October 25. Healthy food – knowing it, growing it, 
preparing it, and eating it -- is an important part of Neu-Life’’s core curriculum with its youth. See Neu-Life Youth’s 
gardens and sample their fresh food cooking! 

The Holiday Gift Drive will be here before we know it. You’ll hear more at the September meeting and in the 
October newsletter. We’ll make sure that, like last year, we’ll have the youth “wish lists” and profiles by our 
October meeting. Any feedback you have on the program, feel free to share it with me or bring it up at the 
September meeting.



As you all know/may remember, the Zonta Milwaukee Foundation is supporting Neu-Life in delivering an 
anti-human trafficking education and prevention program. Last spring we conducted training for Neu-Life staff, 
alumni who are possible teachers, and Zonta members. Nola Theiss, a Florida Zontian from Human Trafficking 
Awareness Partnerships conducted the training in two programs, TIPS and ARTREACH, and provided us with all 
the course materials. Two additional outside speakers were brought in to supplement the education on the issue.

We are very excited to announce that Neu-Life will run an ARTREACH group at the main site this semester 
for select middle/high school youth: 
Wednesday’s from 4:30-6:00 pm (on these select Wednesdays)
Sept 24th (education)
Oct 1st (education and scenarios)
Oct 8th (brainstorm art projects)
Oct 22nd (art)
Oct 29th (art)
Nov 5th (art)
Nov 12th (art)
Dec 3rd (last week of program)
 
Any Zontian who would like to participate in or observe any/all of these sessions is welcome. Please talk with 
Donna Neal if you are interested. 

We are aiming to have a reception/event of some sort Dec 4th to showcase the artwork and raise community 
consciousness about the dangers of human trafficking for our Milwaukee youth. Jody and the Neu-Life team are 
interested in Zonta input and ideas about the event. I will be putting together a committee to brainstorm ideas and 
work with Neu-Life to pull off this event. There is a clear opportunity here to combine Service and Advocacy and link 
to Zonta Says No, 16 Days of Advocacy, etc. 

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Neal, Service Chair

Service Corner Continued...



Career Day Pics



Scholarship Updates
If you saw the front page of the August 16, 2014 edition of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel newspaper, you may already know something 
about Helen Fetaw -- one of the two scholarship winners of the Zonta Club of Milwaukee 2014 Young Women in Public Affairs awards 
competition.  (www.jsonline.com/news/education/next-stop-for-16-year-old-milwaukee-whiz-is-the-ivy-league-b99330793z1-271449191.
html)

As the headline read, this “16-year-old whiz kid’s next step is the Ivy League.” 

Helen Fetaw, a truly outstanding graduate of Rufus King International High School, is now a freshman at the University of Pennsylvania 
studying pre-medicine and biochemistry with the hopes of one day working with Doctors Without Borders.

What is most exciting about this news article is that the Zonta Scholarship Team (Missy Creevy, Donna Conant and Cindy Talkovic) 
scooped the Journal Sentinel four months earlier. In April, the Zonta Club of Milwaukee had already deemed Helen Fetaw an “outstanding 
young woman” through our scholarship awards program.

Helen is the second and middle daughter of immigrant parents who were born in Eritrea, a small country in Africa that borders Sudan and 
Ethiopia. After spending a few years in Italy (where Helen was born), the family came to the United States to pursue the American Dream.
As a young child, Helen was inspired by both the work ethics and social values of her parents.  She remembers and treasures spending 
countless hours watching her mother do her nursing degree course work at the kitchen table, and exploring the many wonderful books and 
resources available at the public library with her father.

Since Helen was an early reader and socially mature for her age, she was able to skip Kindergarten and the 7th Grade. As a result, she 
graduated from high school at age 16 -- even before she was eligible to take the Driver’s Ed course! 

However, Helen’s age deficit did not interfere with her own personal development.  Armed with her sharp intellect, strong determination, 
and pleasant demeanor, Helen was able to gain the admiration and support of her peers, faculty members, and community leaders. 
As a result, she excelled academically, personally and socially. Among her many credentials are serving as: Senior Class President, 
Delegate to the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council, and Miss Juneteenth. 

Helen also enthusiastically participated in many extra-curricular activities at high school including: the Debate Team, the Swim Team, and 
the Latinos Unidos Club.  In addition, she earned the opportunity to work six weeks at Froedtert Hospital shadowing doctors and medical 
students that resulted in one of her physician references saying that “To my surprise and amusement, Helen often asked questions that 
were on a first year medical student level.”

Because Helen was in Germany in May when we recognized and awarded our other Young Women in Public Affairs scholarship to Alma 
Lopez, and since she was going to be in Philadelphia at the time of our September meeting, the Scholarship Committee arranged a special 
gathering to honor her.

On August 11, a small group of Zontians had the pleasure of meeting Helen Fetaw and her mother (Maria Gebreselassie) for dinner at 
The Chancery Restaurant in Wauwatosa. The group included Donna Conant, Missy Creevy, Donna Kahl Wilkerson, Pam Knackart, Cheryl 
Lucas-DeBerry and Joni Reese. It was a most enjoyable evening!

At our September meeting, we will introduce the 2014 recipients of the other three Zonta Club of Milwaukee Scholarships:
•	 Megan Fitzpatrick		  UWM		  Women in Business Scholarship
•	 Marisol Ramos 		  Alverno		  Women in Science Scholarship
•	 Monica Crosby		  UWM		  Women in Technical Specialties Scholarship

The Scholarship Team is seeking additional members to serve on this joyful (but sometimes gut-wrenching and heart- breaking task) 

committee. If you are interested, please contact Missy Creevy at 262-794-0083 or mcreevy@wi.rr.com.

-Missy Creevy



Scholarship Updates Continued...



2014 Convention
Greetings Milwaukee Zontians;

First, let me thank all of you for allowing me to represent our Milwaukee club at the 62nd Zonta International 
Convention in Orlando, FLA.  It was interesting, informative, fun and hot!! 

The Milwaukee delegation joined our Germany club sisters with a joint dinner on Thursday night.  Zontians from 
Germany, the USA, Australia and several European countries joined by having a great dinner together, a review 
of the joint dinner held in Torino, Italy in 2012, fun and games even though it was raining cats and dogs outside. 
We went right to work the next day.  The convention activities started on Friday (6/27) and continued right up to 
last minute, on Tuesday (7/2).  I attended the delegate training as well as a “first-timer”.  We were given our voting 
machine and explicit instructions as to how to use them.  Opening Ceremony was spectacular.  To see all the native 
attire and the presenting of each country’s flags brought tears to your eyes.  To see the number of women who 
were advocating for other women, throughout the world, was empowering!! 

Another activity that was empowering was the “Eat and Chat” Luncheons.  Every day there were facilitators at lunch 
tables leading discussions regarding club issues and problem-solving suggestions.   It seems as if club issues are 
the same throughout the world…growing membership, member participation, seeking young women, publicity, etc.   
The general assembly speakers were interesting and motivating.  It was good hear reports of how our international 
projects are changing the lives of women.

Elections went rather smoothly.  Our own Sally Bean, of the Janesville Club was elected as a Director to the 
International Board.  There were many interesting workshops to attend, but we delegates and alternates had 
so much business to attend to that we were not able to attend them.  That was not the plan, but that was what 
had to be done and why we were there. There were approximately 86 bylaws that had to be voted on; about 15 
were lost and about 8 were either dropped, withdrawn or not presented based on prior voting.  There was a lot of 
“word-smithing” for clarification of established bylaws in an effort to make them relative and realistic to where our 
organization is in the 21st Century.  Our new International President is Maria Jose Oestergaard.  You can read all 
about her at the website.

The walk-run activity garnered about $45,000 for the foundation totaling a tentative total of $155,888 in 
contributions (this includes Presidential giving).  The highest giving districts were #26, #31 and #32.  The total 
registration attendance showed 1340 delegates (including 26 members who attend only one day), 165 guests plus 
27 District Governors, 9 Past Presidents and 11 Board members came to 1,575 who gathered in Orlando; 10 
members from our club attended.  Zonta International boosts of 31 clubs and 2 regions throughout the world!

The 2016 convention will be held in Nice, France.  The Memorial service was beautiful… our own Aileen
Rockjordan’s transition was recognized. 

Finally, President Oestergaard proposed her International goals for 2014-2016 and they were all accepted by 
affirmative vote of the general assembly.  They are: Eliminating Obstetric Fistula, working toward a HIV-free 
generation, gender responsive schools, delaying early marriage (as young as 7yrs old in some countries) and 
voices against violence (Zonta says No!).  The closing ceremony was just a inspiring as the opening ceremony.

Thank you, again, for providing me with the unforgettable experience of attending a Zonta International Convention.  



Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition
The Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition (WBCC) is seeking individuals to serve as board members. With 
a goal of eradicating breast cancer, the WBCC is a statewide organization that brings Wisconsin voice 
together to stand up and speak out about breast cancer through education, collaboration and legisla-
tion.  Zonta members interested in this lead volunteer position, should contact Karen Hunt at 414-412-

0049 or karen.hunt@resilientcities.org.

More information on WBCC can be found here: http://www.standupandspeakout.org/

-Karen Hunt

Save the Date

Zonta Fashion Show 

Saturday, April 18, 2015
Marriott West

Meet Karen!
Karen LeSage, a native Milwaukeean, spent most of her career as the lead project 
director for chief executives at Milwaukee health care organizations including the 
Milwaukee Regional Medical Center, John Doyne Hospital and Froedtert 
Hospital.  Since her retirement, she has remained actively engaged in the 
community, filling short to long-term temporary positions for an eclectic group of 
organizations including Froedtert Hospital, Pius XI High School, Milwaukee 
Department of Health and Fix Development.  She also served on the Board of Pius 
XI High School and is a founding member of Fund Milwaukee, a network that invests 
locally in businesses that produce a triple bottom line, i.e., economic, ecological and 
social.
In her social life, Karen enjoys walking, and biking in her eastside neighborhoods, 
fun-filled gatherings with family and friends and sharing adventures with her seven 
grandchildren.



	

I have been busy with both the CAP Services Advisory Board, which oversees our Family 
Crisis Center and Sexual Assault Victims Services, and also with the Portage County 
Coordinated Community Response Team’s Community Awareness Committee.  Try to 
remember the name of that one!

Actually, the CCRT committee’s main goal is AWARENESS – just as its name implies.  This 
group took over “Ring Out Sexual Violence” and coordinated other events during April for 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and we are just starting to plan events for Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month in October.

One of the service projects that will take place in October is the “TLC Packet” project for 
women entering the Crisis Center, which I mentioned in my last “News from the North.”  This 
was a project that was previously “owned” by the Zonta Club of Stevens Point.  We normally 
assembled 150-200 packets, and that is still the goal for this year.  I’ve been collecting/
purchasing items during the year, but I need your help. . .

I am in need of travel size shampoos, conditioners, soaps and hand lotions from 
those of you who are on the road for business or have been vacationing and may 
have a collection of these things.  Each “TLC Packet” consists of one of each of these 
items, along with a comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant and washcloth.  The items are 
left on the woman’s bed for her when she checks in.  Most women entering the shelter do 
not have basic necessities when they arrive.  It is important that the items are available 
without the women having to ask for them. 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste are donated by a local dentist.  I’ve purchased the bags to 
put the items in, along with combs and the washcloths.  We also had a few washcloths and 
other items left from last year.  If anyone has any travel sized items to donate, I’d be happy 
to pick them up at the September meeting.  

I look forward to seeing all of you (and meeting more of you) then!

-Gail

News From the North 



Missed your chance to go on our first tour?  Don’t worry!  Due to popular demand we are 
pleased to present you with our first Youth Harvest Feast!

Please join us for this unique experience that features the talents of the Neu-Life Youth. 
Tickets include (1) a tour of Neu-Life’s gardening projects; Lot of Respect, Garden of 

Respect, and Alice’s Garden, (2) a three-course meal prepared by Neu-Life youth featuring 
fruits and vegetables from Neu-Life’s gardens and Fondy Market and (3) your contribution to 

Neu-Life’s after school programs! Tickets are $50 per person. Vegetarian diets can be 
accommodated. Email Tracy Hrajnoha at thrajnoha@gmail.com to reserve your seat and 

arrange payment. Space is limited, so don’t wait!


