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NEWSLETTER 

 

January 28th Club Meeting via Zoom  

~~ RSVP & Vote Requested ~~ 
The meeting Zoom will open around 5:45 PM for members to 

join in social conversation before the meeting which starts 

at 6pm.   

Topic: Zonta Club of Milwaukee Centennial 

Project and Fund Allocations 

At the January 28th Club meeting, we will vote to decide 

which Signature Project we’ll adopt.  Even though we’ll meet 

via Zoom, please RSVP for the January 28th Meeting. 
The Centennial Committee will be presenting two projects 

which will be put up for a final vote to determine our 
signature project for our Centennial Celebration 

Fundraiser.  As a reminder our goal is to raise $100,000 to 
make a significant impact in our community through our 
signature project.  We will also be discussing timing of 
awards from the 2025 Fashion Show fundraiser funds. 

Your voice is needed, please make every effort to attend. 

Zoom link in email 

 

As a reminder the February and March meeting will also be 

held on Zoom due to dark evenings and questionable roads. 

 

Future Dates:  

February 25 - Zoom 

March 25 – Zoom 

 

March 28 Area 1 Spring Workshop 

Belvidere, IL 

April 22 – Annual Business Meeting 

New Berlin Library 

April 28 – Prospective Member Reception 

New Berlin Library 

May 27 – TBD 

June -TBD  

  

2025–2026 
Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
Officers 
Carol Mangold, President  
Helen Ludwig, President Elect 
Karen Smith, Vice President 
Laureen Ward, Treasurer 
Shari Januszewski, Secretary 
 

Club Board 
Pam Knackert 
Diane Lindsley 
Christine Todd 
Barbara Wyatt Sibley 
 

Foundation Board Officers 
Cheryl Nowak, President 
Joni Reese, Vice President  
Donna Neal, Treasurer 
Donna Conant, Recording Secretary/ 

Corresponding Secretary 
 

Foundation Board 
Diana Barnett 
Joann Harris-Comodore 
Debra Koller 
Judith Lehman 
Dawn Zehren 
 

Send your newsletter submissions 
to jonizonta@gmail.com 
 
Visit us online at 
www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Area 2 • District 6 



 

President’s Message 

January 2026                 www.zontamilwaukee.org 

Dear Milwaukee Zontians, 
 
Happy New Year and Happy 100th Birthday!   
 
It’s that time of year when many of us are setting new goals or making 
resolutions for the year ahead and that’s great!   New Year’s resolutions 
rarely work for me, however.  I start out strong, but by mid-February, they 
seem to fall apart.   My new approach is to set intentions, generally less 
defined and for a shorter period of time.  Instead of resolving to walk 10,000 
steps seven days a week, a goal I will likely fail, I may wake up in the 
morning and set an intention to get outside, take a walk, and enjoy nature.  I 
may or may not walk 10,000 steps, but I won’t beat myself up if I only walk 
3,000 steps.  I’ve still benefited both physically and mentally.  I may set an 
intention to look for opportunities to perform random acts of kindness.  Too 
loosey- goosey for some and no way to run a business, I get that, but as a 
retired woman, it’s a mindset that works for me and I’m sticking with it.   
 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines intention as “an aim that guides 

action; an objective.”  The way I see it, much of the work we do in Zonta is intentional and not always 
measurable.  We may not see the results of our efforts, but we intend that our work and contributions will result 
in a better life and positive outcome for others. 
 
One of my intentions for the new year is to be a team player and celebrate the successes of others.  Abby 
Wambach, U.S. Soccer Champion, explains how to work together as a successful team in her book “Wolfpack: 
How to Come Together, Unleash Our Power and Change the Game.”  Abby describes how she “points to her 
teammates who assisted when she scored a goal.”  This is an inspiring book, applicable to the work of Zonta, 
and I highly recommend it. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Mangold 
President Zonta Club of Milwaukee 
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Happy 100th to Us!  
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Membership 

Don’t forget to invite your friends or relatives who indicated interest in Zonta at the fashion show (or anyone else 

interested in Zonta) to our January 28th Zoom meeting and February and March. In January we will be working 

on our strategic plan which may give them a good start as to what and who we are. 

We also will be holding a Prospective Member Reception on Tuesday, April 28th at the New Berlin Library. So 

also invite any prospects to that as well.  We will have a special invite available around mid- February. 

 

Z Club Update 
Nothing new to report as the new school term has just begun and the club has not met in January.   
Watch this space for upcoming date for joint Club/Z-club meeting at the University School of Milwaukee in the 
Spring. 
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Service   
 
Thank you to all who donated fragrances to the Waukesha 
Women’s Center at our December social!  
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Centennial Celebration Update  
 

Committees are assembled and at work.  If you aren’t on a committee yet, join one. We need your help.  

 

Fundraising has developed strategies and lists of potential 

sponsors/donors. History has been going through archives, and 

crafting stories to share – showing where we’ve been, where we 

are going, and our impact in the community. Logistics and 

Venue have met at The Harley Davidson Garage. Program & 

Entertainment is setting the stage for an unforgettable 

event.  Publicity launched our media campaign on our 100th 

Club Anniversary on January 8th.  Publicity is setting a strategy 

to connect with each of the other committees to increase our 

visibility and our impact as we continue to serve Greater 

Milwaukee.  

YOUR VOTE COUNTS – RSVP for the January Club Meeting 

We have narrowed our Centennial Signature Project down to 

two choices.  On January 6th, we emailed both proposals to 

every Club member for review and comment. The deadline for 

comments is January 20th.  

At the January 28th Club meeting, we will vote to decide which 

Signature Project we’ll adopt.  Even though we’ll meet via Zoom, 

RSVP for the January 28th Meeting. 

 

Centennial Fundraising Committee 

Please review the list of Wisconsin companies sent out earlier to let Pam 

know if you have a personal contact for any of them. Those companies in 

our area will be sent a sponsor solicitation letter in late January or early 

February as well as the companies we solicit normally for the fashion show. 

If you have any other suggestions of who to contact for sponsorship please 

let Pam, Jackie or Donna C. know. Also, we will be sending out a draft 

solicitation sponsor letter later in January for input.  

We will also be soliciting items that may be grouped into bigger items for a 

silent auction at the event. If you have any connections to get Packer 

Tickets, or other high-valued items please let us know. We will be sending 

out the general solicitation in July. 

Any other ideas or suggestions, please let Pam, Jackie or Donna C. know. 
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Advocacy 

Bills seek to boost trafficking victim help 

A bipartisan group of Wisconsin lawmakers is seeking to expand protections for victims of human trafficking with 
a package of bills recommended by a task force that studied the issue.  Wisconsin received a grade of “F” from 
an analysis of state laws by the anti-trafficking organization Shared Hope International. The bills would: 
 

• Direct the state Department of Public Instruction to work with the Departments of Justice and Children 
and Families to develop age-appropriate human trafficking and sextortion awareness curricula for grades 
6–12 and require licensed school employees to receive training on identifying signs of child sex trafficking 
and sextortion among students. 
 

• Establish a grant program that would provide $2.5 million in funding to help assist nonprofit and faith-

based organizations that provide services to victims of sex trafficking. 

●    Expand the options available for victims of child trafficking to pursue civil action. 
 
●    Add the crime of keeping a place of prostitution to the list of sex offenses that require registration as a 
sex offender. 
 
●   Expand the list of locations the state DOJ must encourage to display posters providing human trafficking 
hotline information. 
 
●   Require courts to provide child victims or child witnesses of human trafficking with courtroom supports 
found necessary to “support the health, safety, or liberty of the child” and found to be in the interest of justice. 
 
● Seal the identifying information of child victims and child witnesses in human trafficking cases, barring their 
disclosure to the public without a court hearing that considers the child’s safety and health. 
 

Last year, Gov. Tony Evers signed into law several measures designed to combat human trafficking and further 

prevent child sexual abuse. Those laws: 

• Created a 23-member Human Trafficking Council within the state Department of Justice. 
 

• Allowed children who are victims of human trafficking to testify in private. 
 

• Gave law enforcement increased access to the cell phone locations of people in immediate danger. 
 

• Expanded the definition of child pornography to include digital or computer-generated images “that 
contain a visual representation that appears to depict an actual child engaged in sexually explicit 
conduct,” even if it does not depict an actual child, in an effort to prohibit computer-generated and 
artificial intelligence-generated child porn. 

 
Jessie Opoien  
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN 
December 29th 2025 
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Period products to be offered free at certain MPS Schools 

After a successful pilot program at the High School of the Arts thanks to Milwaukee School Board member Missy 

Zombor MPS officials are planning to install free dispensers in the coming months at all MPS middle schools, 

high schools, and schools that run from kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Missy Zombor also calls for state lawmakers to fund menstrual products for all Wisconsin schools. Currently, 29 

states have laws supporting free menstrual products in schools. 

Rory Linnane 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN 
December 29th 2025 

The ZCK Advocacy Committee presents a Human Trafficking 

Webinar on Friday, January 30, 2026. 12:00 pm to 12:45 PM. 

Join us for a virtual roundtable discussion focused on understanding human 
trafficking and how it impacts our communities. This conversation will bring 

together professionals from advocacy, healthcare, and law enforcement to share 
insights, answer common questions, and discuss how individuals and 

organizations can better recognize and respond to trafficking. 
Featured panelists include Jayden Anderson-Baker, CDVP, Development Director at 
Harbor House; Ashley Villarreal, Director of Community Engagement at Clove 
Alliance; Detective Sean Prophet at Manteno Police Department; and Brook Coutant, 
RN at St. Mary's Hospital. The discussion will be moderated by Janice Krizik-Schmidt, 
Zonta Club of Kankakee Board Director and Advocacy Committee member. This 
session is designed to provide practical, surface-level information for community 
members, advocates, and service providers who want to better understand the 
realities of human trafficking and the role we all play in prevention and response. 
 
Please share this information with anyone who you think would be interested in. This is another free advocacy event. I 
hope you can attend virtually! 
Registration Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uhfWr9U5TYGWskJuu4i95w 

 

From the Archivist/Historian 

Milwaukee PBS has a segment called "Movers & Shakers" - "Meet the leaders who moved Milwaukee forward. 

Movers & Shakers is a new six-episode Milwaukee PBS series highlighting trailblazers whose work transformed 

our region and beyond." 

Watch at MilwaukeePBS.org/movers, on YouTube, or on the PBS App. 

Jan. 27th: Zontians Charlotte Partridge and Miriam Frink 

March 10th: Wilbur and Zontian Ardie Halyard 

Charlotte and Miriam co-founded the Layton School of Art in Milwaukee. Charlotte was also the driving force 

behind Zonta Manor. 

The Halyards established Columbia Savings & Loan over 100 years ago, a financial institution that enabled 

minorities to buy homes at a time when other banks would not.  For background information, read about them in 

the Club's history webpages. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uhfWr9U5TYGWskJuu4i95w
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Zonta History Highlights  

 

 

Dr. 

Bessie C. Childs 
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Area, District and ZI Updates 
 

Save the Date: Area 2 Spring Workshop – March 28th in Belvidere, IL  

Save the Date: District 6 Fall Conference – October 10th in Lombard, IL  
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Zonta Club of Milwaukee 

Club Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2025 

Virtual Via Zoom 

 

President-Elect Helen Ludwig called the meeting to order at 6:00pm CST. 

 

Program 

Founded in 2018 by Carrie Reichartz, Mercy’s Light Family is saving the lives of babies and restoring dignity to 

young women suffering poverty, abuse, and abandonment in Kiliffi County, Kenya.  

 

Communications Director Shawnee Penkacik presented information about how Project Hope transforms the lives 

of orphans, widows, and more from abuse, desperation and abject poverty to self-sufficiency through 

discipleship, education, & small business creation, producing Milele Oil and fabric goods, in 3-years or less. 

 

Zonta members are invited to attend the High Tea fundraiser on April 19, 2026 at Tuckaway Country Club in 

Franklin, WI and are encouraged to learn more. Visit mercyslight.org. Marge Holzbog and Barbara Wyatt Sibley 

will do additional discovery, giving consideration to Zonta International’s position on Clubs maintaining a local 

focus.  

 

Financial Report 

Treasurer Laureen Ward reviewed the financial statement for October: Beginning balance of $6,839.40 plus 

deposits of $121.00 for October Club meeting dinners, less expenses of $662.08 reimbursement for Club 

meeting supplies and remainder due to Go Daddy for the website upgrades for an ending balance of $6,298.32 

as of October 31, 2025. 

 

Lobby Day Update 

Donna Conant and Donna Neal shared the details of the day’s activities held Tuesday November 18, 2025 at the 

Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison. 18-20 Zontians distributed folders to every Assembly member, Senator or 

Representative and met with staff members to raise awareness and support to pass the ERA and Ending 

Childhood Marriage bills.  Cathy Myers reports that there is strong democratic support for ending childhood 

marriage but is less optimistic about the ERA. The entire experience was impressive, very positive, and well-

executed. 

 

Nominating Committee 2026 Volunteers Needed 

Barbara Wyatt Sibley agreed to serve on the committee. Carol Mangold will initiate reaching out to members to 

volunteer.  

 

Holiday Party - $15 gift exchange and food sign-up list 

Karen Smith will be sending the invitation and circulating the sign-up sheet for bringing food via email.  

 

Committee Reports 
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Fundraising/Fashion Show – Pam Knackert thanked all members for their work, donations and attendance at the 

event. Though not yet final, the proceeds will likely top $34,000, a new record high. One-third of proceeds will be 

forwarded to Zonta International, and the Club will retain two-thirds. 

Additionally, the surveys were very positive, and the feedback will be considered for the 100th Celebration Event. 

Leads for 20 new prospective members will be invited to the Holiday Party and the Prospective Member 

Reception will be held April 28, 2026 at the New Berlin Public Library. 

Centennial Celebration – Donna Neal will compile a summary sheet for each of the two initiatives being 

considered to receive the proceeds from this fundraising event and share with members prior to the Club’s vote. 

The core group will meet November 24th, and the entire group of committees will meet December 4th. 

Public Relations – Joni Reese shared the excitement about the significant upgrades and refresh to both sites: 

The Milwaukee Club site is zontamilwaukee.org. 

The District 6 site is zontadistrict6.org 

Advocacy – Ruth Robertson will post materials by Diane Lindsley on Facebook and Instagram for the 16 Days of 

Activism. 

Announcements: 

• Next Club Board Meeting 

• December 9, 2025 6pm CT via Zoom  (Strategic Planning I) 

• Combined Foundation and Club Board Meeting 

• January 13, 2026 6pm CT via Zoom  (Strategic Planning II) 

• December Club Social – December 17, 2025 6 – 8pm CT at St. Camillus, 10200 W. Bluemound Rd., 
Milwaukee, WI. Christine Todd, Hostess. 

• January Club Meeting - January 28, 2026 6pm CT via Zoom 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm CT. 

 


