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September 2026 

NEWSLETTER 

 

September 23rd Member Meeting 

6:00 PM, 5:30 PM Social Time 

New Berlin Public Library  

15105 W Library Ln, New Berlin 

Please plan to attend our September meeting, to be 

held on September 23 at the New Berlin Public Library. 

Watch for an email from Ruth Robertson to RSVP for our 

meeting and meal. 

WE NEED YOU AT THIS MEETING.  MEETING ATTENDEES 

WILL BE ENTERED FOR A PRIZE DRAWING! 

As you know, our Club’s Centennial Celebration is rapidly 

approaching on November 7, 2026.  Your core planning team 

has been working tirelessly (and I do mean tirelessly) on planning 

and preparing for the event.  There is a real opportunity to bring 

the rest of the club up to speed with our planning efforts as we 

need all hands-on deck to pull off this landmark celebration.   

A sign-up sheet will be at our September meeting.  It will include 

areas where those who might be willing to show their support at 

the event can also fill volunteer slots.  Please think if you have 

friends or relatives that might be willing to do that. 

We will be sharing an overview of the software we will be using 

for our ticketing and event management including our silent 

auction and donations.  We will also share our live auction items 

that we need you to market to your guests.  Our goal is lofty, 

$100,000, but we believe the project is one that is worthy of this 

effort! 

At our October meeting, Andi will be providing us with a preview 

of her presentation that she will be sharing as our guest speaker 

at the celebration. Our October meeting will be held at the 

Shorewood Public Library lower-level meeting room. 

We look forward to seeing everyone on September 23rd.  We 

welcome any and all help with setting up in advance of the 

meeting, around 5:30. 
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Celebrating 100 Years of Service, Advocacy & Empowerment 

Saturday, November 7, 2026 | The Garage at the Harley-Davidson Museum 

Our Centennial Celebration is quickly approaching, and we hope you are busy inviting your family, friends, 
colleagues and community connections to join us for this very special evening! 

This is a milestone worth celebrating—and an important opportunity to help ensure a stronger future for 
women and girls in our community. 

🎉 RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY! 

Reservations are available online at Zonta100.givesmart.com. 

Tickets are $175 per person, and seating is limited. We are planning for 30 tables of 10, so please encourage 
your guests to make their reservations as soon as possible. 

When making reservations, be sure to: 

• Select your meal choice. 

• Indicate who you would like to sit with. 

• If you are organizing a group, be sure to put your name down as the group/table name. 

The reservation deadline is October 16, 2026, or when we reach capacity—whichever comes first. 

Your Action: Please invite your guests now and encourage them to reserve their seats before we sell out! 
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💙 CAN’T ATTEND? YOU CAN STILL SUPPORT OUR CENTENNIAL! 

Not everyone will be able to attend our celebration, but they can still be part of our Centennial success! 

Monetary donations can be made at Zonta100.givesmart.com or through the Donate button on our 
website. 

When you invite someone who cannot attend, please consider asking them to make a Centennial donation 
instead. We still have a $10,000 matching challenge to meet, so every contribution can make an even greater 
impact! 

Your Action: If someone can’t attend, invite them to support our 100th anniversary with a donation. 

 

🛍️ SILENT AUCTION — WE NEED YOUR ITEMS! 
We are planning for 40–50 fabulous silent auction items, and we need everyone’s help to make the auction a 
success! 

Silent auction items will be collected at our September 23 meeting. 

Consider: 

• Creating a themed basket. 

• Soliciting a donation from a business you frequent. 

• Asking a favorite restaurant, salon, retailer, service provider or other local business to contribute. 

• Combining gift cards or certificates with other items to create a larger, more attractive package. 

Your Action: Start soliciting now and bring your silent auction donations to the September 23 meeting. 

Template solicitation letters and donation forms were emailed on June 1. If you need another copy, please let 
Pam know and we will be happy to send them to you. 

 

🏈 LIVE AUCTION — GET READY TO BID! 
We have some extraordinary live auction opportunities lined up for 
Centennial night—and you’re going to want to start talking them up now!  

🏈 Green Bay Packers “Rematch Game” Experience 

Two tickets to the November 15, 2026 Green Bay Packers game against the 
Minnesota Vikings at Lambeau Field, with seats on the 50-yard line behind 
the Packers bench!  The package also includes: 

• A two-night stay at a Wild Rose cabin, providing a comfortable getaway and avoiding the post-game 
Milwaukee traffic. 

• Parking at a private residence. 

This is an incredible Packers experience and a package sure to generate some spirited bidding! 
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🍷 Wine: 2012 Château Ausone Saint-Émilion Wine 

Collection 

A set of three bottles of 2012 Château Ausone Saint-Émilion wine. A wonderful 
opportunity for wine collectors and enthusiasts to add these special bottles to their 
collection.  

🍽️ Dining: Exclusive Coursed Dining 

Experience for Four  

Indulge in an exceptional coursed dining experience for 
four guests—perfect for a special celebration, dinner with 
friends, or a memorable evening with someone special. 

Your Action: Start spreading the word! Encourage your 
guests—and especially your Packers fans and wine enthusiasts—to come prepared to bid, bid, bid! 

 

🎟️ RAFFLE — BUY YOUR TICKETS AT THE EVENT! 
We’ll also have three exciting raffle prizes, with raffle tickets available for purchase at the Centennial 
Celebration. 

Raffle tickets: 

• 1 ticket — $20 

• 3 tickets — $50 

Raffle prizes include:  

         A beautiful handmade quilt  

       Pearl earrings 

    A signed and framed 

Jordan Love jersey  

Your Action: Encourage your guests to bring cash or be prepared to purchase 
raffle tickets at the event—and remind them that buying three tickets for $50 gives them three chances to win! 

 

💯 LET’S MAKE OUR CENTENNIAL COUNT! 
There are many ways to participate in our Centennial fundraising efforts: fill a seat, donate, secure a silent 
auction item, promote our live auction packages, and purchase raffle tickets. 

Every invitation, donation, auction item and bid helps us celebrate 100 years of Zonta service while building a 
stronger future for women and girls. 

Let’s fill those 30 tables, meet our $10,000 matching challenge, and make our Centennial Celebration an 
unforgettable success! 
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Happy Fall fellow Zontians!   

Our Centennial Gala is just around the corner.  To ensure it is a great success, we 
need everyone to participate.  We will have a volunteer sign-up sheet at the 
September meeting.  You should have received both paper and electronic invitations.  
Please forward them to your friends and relatives.  Our September meeting will be 
dedicated to sharing information about the Gala and discussing how we can make it a 
successful and memorable event. I hope you will be able to attend and join in the 
excitement!  

District 6 fall conference is scheduled for October 10th in Lombard, Illinois. I’ve 
attached information regarding the conference service project.  At the September meeting, we will collect the 
items assigned to Area 2—pads and wipes. We will also have a monetary collection to help purchase the bags. 
Each bag costs $4.75. I will need to submit our pledge number shortly after the meeting, so please let me know if 
you are able to contribute. 

Committee sign-up sheets were passed 
around at the August meeting, and I will 
circulate them again at the September 
meeting. Please consider volunteering for 
a committee that aligns with your interests 
and passions. Everyone is encouraged to 
be an active member and contribute in 
whatever way works best for them. 

We discussed Zonta International’s Blue 
Print for the Future at our August meeting.  
In the meantime, the U.S. Governors have 
been working on a proposal to reorganize 
the U.S. territory.  I will email the proposal 
to all members.  Please review and let me 
know if you have questions or comments.  
The Board is working on our club’s 
response and intends to reference the 
Governors’ proposal in that response. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at 
the September meeting!   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen Ludwig 

Zonta Club of Milwaukee President 
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Membership        Invite a Prospective Member! 

Do you know someone who might be interested in learning more about Zonta? Now is a great time to invite 
them to join us! 

We anticipate that our next formal 
Prospective Member Event will 
not be held until spring, so in 
the meantime, please invite 
prospective members to attend 
one of our upcoming September, 
October, or November 
meetings. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for them to meet our 
members, learn more about 
Zonta, and experience firsthand 
what makes our club so special. 

If you have someone in mind, 
please invite them to a meeting 
and/or share their name with 
Pam so she can personally follow 
up and provide additional 
information. 

You never know who might be 
our next enthusiastic Zonta 
member—so don't hesitate to 
extend an invitation! 
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Advocacy 

Banning Child Marriage – Update 

The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel was asked if Republicans had ever voted against banning child marriage in 

Wisconsin.  On Sept. 3rd, reporter Hope Karnopp answered “No”.  Here are the main points of her response: 

• “That’s because the bill has never been brought to a vote — a decision that rests with Republicans who 

control the state Legislature. The legislation would eliminate an exception that allows minors between 

the ages of 16 and 18 to get married with written consent from a parent or guardian.” 

• “The bill was introduced in the 2019, 2023 and 2025 sessions. The 2019 version, when Tiffany served 

in the state Legislature, had two Republican cosponsors. Only Democrats have led the bill since then.” 

• “Legislative records show none of the three bills got hearings or votes.” 

NEW Information that we didn’t have at a Spring Workshop a few years ago:  

“The Legislative Reference Bureau previously said 27 minors under 18 got married in Wisconsin in 2024, an 

increase from 2023.” 

A State-Level Equity Referendum on November 3rd   

This is the language you will see on your ballot: 

“Governmental Entity Discrimination Prohibited: Shall section 27 article 1 of the constitution be created to 

prohibit governmental entities in the state from discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment to, any 

individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in public employment, public 

education, public contracting, or public administration?” 

Supporters of the proposal have called it an 'equality amendment' and believe it will eliminate diversity, equity 

and inclusion or affirmative action programs in Wisconsin. (Keep in mind that Zonta International supports 

diversity, equity, and inclusion.) 

Opponents like the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin have called the language misleading and framed it 

as an 'anti-equity amendment,' believing the proposal would 'obliterate' federal civil rights law. 

The League believes: 

• “The title and first part of the ballot question lead voters to believe that is a new law to stop government 

from discriminating against people. That’s misleading. Wisconsin and federal law already make 

discrimination illegal.” 

• “So, what does this amendment intend to accomplish? It prohibits the state from granting “preferential 

treatment” to marginalized people. If this amendment passes, it will eliminate the equity-based gains 

Wisconsin has made over the last 60 years.” 

• “While framed as promoting equality, this amendment would reduce Wisconsin’s capacity to address 

long-standing disparities. It would strip public systems of tools essential for promoting equal opportunity 

and equitable access to the vulnerable in our society.” 

 

To read more about what programs could be eliminated, this is the link to the League’s page about the 

proposed amendment:  https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/constitutional-corner  

https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/constitutional-corner
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Centennial History   

🔮 CLUB ZONTIANS IN 2001 PREDICTED LIFE 
IN 2026 
100 Years Young… and Still Looking Toward the Future! 

Back in 2001, our Zontians looked ahead 25 years and imagined what life might be 
like when the Club celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2026. 

Some predictions were remarkably optimistic. Others were wildly imaginative. And 
a few… well, let’s just say we’re still waiting! 

🚀 PEACE THROUGH SPACE EXPLORATION 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Cooperation between Russia and the United States following the 1986 Challenger 
disaster would lead to 40 years of peace efforts between the two nations. 

2026 Reality Check: 
While that prediction didn’t quite unfold as hoped, there was an extraordinary 
example of international cooperation in space. The International Space Station 
has been continuously occupied for more than 25 years and has welcomed 
astronauts from around the world—a remarkable achievement in international collaboration. 

 
🌎 OUTER SPACE: THE ANSWER TO WAR? 

The 2001 Prediction: 
The sooner-than-expected conquering and habitation of outer space would capture the attention of Earth’s 
inhabitants so completely that there would be no time for war. 

2026 Reality Check: 
Well… if only! Humans have certainly made extraordinary advances in space exploration, but unfortunately, 
we haven’t yet run out of time for conflict here on Earth. 

 
❤️ CANCER & HEART DISEASE 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Cancer and heart disease would no longer be the #1 killers. 

2026 Reality Check: 
We’re still working on that one. Cardiovascular disease and cancer remain among the world’s leading 
causes of death. Medical science has made tremendous progress, but this prediction remains unfinished 
business. 

🌙 EXPANDING INTO SPACE 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Expansion into space would help alleviate overpopulation on Earth. 
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2026 Reality Check: 
No mass migration to Mars or the Moon yet! Today, discussions about population 
pressures focus much more on sustainable consumption, climate change, food 
production and protecting the Earth’s ecosystems. 

✨ Apparently, 2001 Zontians had a little more confidence in our 
space program than 2026 reality allows! 

 

🔮 CLUB ZONTIANS IN 2001  
SO… HOW DID WE DO? 
Part 2: Milwaukee, Mars & the Future of Zonta! 

Our 2001 Zontians weren’t finished predicting the future! They 
imagined revolutionary changes in food production, Milwaukee 
transportation, women’s participation in the workforce—and even 
a Centennial celebration on Mars! 

Let’s see how those predictions compare with 2026. 

 

🌱 A NEW FOOD SUPPLY 

The 2001 Prediction: 
A new food supply would help turn the world economy around, 
making it likely that extreme poverty would no longer exist by 
2080. 

2026 Reality Check: 
We’re not there yet. But agriculture is changing. As climate variability increases, farmers and food producers 
are increasingly exploring crops that can produce food, feed, fiber and other useful products with less 
water. 

 
🪐 THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY… ON MARS! 

The 2001 Prediction: 
The Club’s 100th Anniversary Celebration would take place at the Mars Hilton, with charter flights departing 
the Launch Pad at 2 p.m. on January 1. The journey would include a brief layover on the Moon to see the 
“Crater Grand Canyons.” 

Round-trip tickets? A mere $2,000! 

2026 Reality Check: 
Well, we’re celebrating our Centennial on Earth—at The Garage at the Harley-Davidson Museum! 

And unfortunately, there is no lunar crater named the Grand Canyon. The Moon does, however, have 
enormous canyons including Vallis Schrödinger and Vallis Planck.  
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As for Mars travel? Current estimates put a human journey to Mars at roughly seven to ten months, 
depending on spacecraft speed and the planets’ alignment. 

And that $2,000 round-trip ticket? Still waiting for that deal! For comparison, early commercial space tourism 
flights have cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

 
🌆 DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Downtown Milwaukee would become a thriving metropolis featuring gardens, high-tech industry, shopping, 
residential neighborhoods, cultural attractions, recreation and education. 

2026 Reality Check: 
This one wasn’t too far off! 

Downtown Milwaukee has experienced significant development, including Fiserv Forum and the Deer 
District, a revitalized theater and cultural scene, the Milwaukee Public Market and an expanding collection of 
restaurants, hotels, entertainment and residential options. 

Maybe our 2001 Zontians were onto something! 

 
🏨 MILWAUKEE: INTERPLANETARY TOURIST DESTINATION 

The 2001 Prediction: 
New hotels such as Marc Plaza II would help make Milwaukee a major interplanetary tourist and 
convention city. 

2026 Reality Check: 
We’re still waiting for the interplanetary tourists—but Milwaukee has certainly strengthened its reputation as a 
convention and destination city. 

Today, downtown offers a growing collection of hotels, restaurants and attractions, along with the Baird 
Center and Fiserv Forum, helping make Milwaukee an increasingly attractive destination for visitors and 
conventions. 

 
🚈 THE RAPID TRANSIT AERO SYSTEM 

The 2001 Prediction: 
The Rapid Transit Aero System (RTAS) would whisk Wisconsinites to downtown attractions through a 
futuristic network of rooftop launch pads—eliminating auto exhaust and parking downtown. 

2026 Reality Check: 
No rooftop aero launch pads… yet! 

But Milwaukee does have the Hop streetcar, providing free transportation to restaurants, shops, hotels, 
parks, entertainment and other downtown destinations. 

It’s not quite interplanetary transit—but we’ll take it! 
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👩‍💼 WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Since 2000, women would make up more than 65% of the workforce. 

2026 Reality Check: 
Women have continued to play an increasingly important role in the workforce, but the 65% prediction 
was higher than the actual figure. U.S. Labor Department data put women’s labor-force participation at 
approximately 56.6% in the referenced measure. 

 
💛 AND FINALLY… ZONTA! 

The 2001 Prediction: 
Zonta International would grow to 90,000 members in 1,100 clubs across 75 countries. 

2026 Reality Check: 
Zonta International today has more than 27,000 members in 1,133 clubs across 62 countries. 

The numbers may not have reached the heights our 2001 Zontians imagined—but the mission continues. 

🎉 FROM 1926 TO 2026 - 100 YEARS OF EMPOWERING WOMEN & GIRLS 

Our predecessors imagined the future with optimism, humor and a healthy dose of imagination. 

They couldn’t predict everything—but they did predict that Zonta would still be here. 

And on November 
7, 2026, we’ll 
celebrate that 
prediction coming 
true! 

Here’s to 100 
years young—
and to 
imagining what 
the next 100 
years might 

bring!      
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District 6 and Zonta International Updates 
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Zonta Club of Milwaukee  
Meeting Minutes 8.26.26 

  
Call to Order  
Present: Helen Ludwig, Karen Smith, Laurie Ward, Pam Knackert, Ruth Robertson, Jacqueline Beaudry, Donna 
Conant, Paula Fink, Patricia Knoebel, Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry, Donna Neal, Joni Reese, Christine Todd, and 
Dawn Zehren.    
The meeting was called to order by President Helen at 6.10 pm CST.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 8/1, we have $ 7,961.17 in checking and $ 6,204.55 in the CD. We have about $ 
3,300 in expenses coming out of the account soon. Karen brought up members absorbing the cost of the square. 
It is only .80 for the meeting, but it is 6.80 for the dues. Add that on top of the Pay Pal account, it adds up. Lots 
of discussion, but we couldn’t vote because we didn’t have a quorum.    
  
International Convention report: President Helen said that it was a wonderful event. She is very excited about 
the new service project in Afghanistan. She is also pleased about the 3 older service projects from the last 
biennium.      
 
Zonta Blueprint for the future. There is restructuring of the districts. Current structure is 32 districts. They are 
proposing 26 districts under the Blueprint. There was a lot of discussion on this - Member discussion included 
alternatives for a smaller number of districts within the US without their proposal of only having one. Members 
believe it will be unsustainable for the US to have 238 clubs. We need to formulate a response by October 31. It 
was suggested that all of our names be put on the submission. It was suggested that we submit our own 
responses as well.    
  
Committee Updates: There was a committee update form passed through the meeting so people can sign up.    
  
Committee Chairs    
Public Relations – Joni Reese  
Centennial Celebration – Laureen Ward, Jackie Beaudry, Dawn Zehren & Donna Neal • Centennial- Dawn is 
very impressed with everything being done by members!  

•         Pam gave a fundraising update. Each basket will be worth $250-$500. Bring any donations to the next 
meeting. Dinner out, gift cards are some suggestions.  

•         Invitations were distributed!!  

•         We have an MC, and we are hoping they will be at our next meeting.  
The event will have:  

•         A presentation on Wellspring.  

•         Live music!  

•         A slide show presentation of 100 years of greatness!  

•         A photo backdrop  

•         A paddle raise for donations to Project Wellspring!  

•         Think about who you can get to volunteer at the event so we can enjoy it. We plan to have some fun social 
media posts before the event. Foundation. 
  
Foundation: Displayed the Foundation certificate awarded to our club at the ZI convention for donating more 
than $20K in the past biennium.  
  
Other new business  
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Announcements/Upcoming events  
Newsletter submission – 7th of each month  
September 9, 2026 @ 5:30 – Board meeting via Zoom  
September 10, 2026 Governance Advisory Committee Town Hall 
September 23, 2026 Club meeting – New Berlin Library  
October 10, 2026 Fall Conference –Embassy Suites inLombard,  
  
Meeting was adjourned at 7.45 PM 
 

  

 

  


